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PREFACE

The Lincoln County Town H story Project (LCTHP) engages in
interviewing people who can provide firsthand descriptions of
the individuals, events and places that give history its
substance. The products of this research are the tapes of the
interviews and their transcriptions.

In thenmselves, oral history interview are not history. However,
they often contain valuable primary source material, as useful
in the process of historiography as the witten sources to which
hi storians have customarily turned. Verifying the accuracy of
all of the statements nmade in the course of an interview would
require nore tinme and noney than the LCTHP s operating budget
permts. The program can vouch that the statenents were nade
but it cannot attest that they are free of error. Accordingly,
oral histories should be read wth the sanme prudence that the
reader exercises when consulting governnent records, newspaper
accounts, diaries, and other sources of historical information.

It is the policy of the LCTHP to produce transcripts that are as
close to verbatim as possible, but sone alteration of the text
is generally both unavoi dable and desirable. Wen human speech
is captured in print the result can be a norass of tangled
syntax, false starts, and inconplete sentences, sonetines
ver gi ng on incoherency. The type font contains no synbols for
t he physical gestures and the diverse vocal nodul ations that are
integral parts of comunication through speech. Experi ence
shows that totally verbatim transcripts are often largely
unreadable and therefore a waste of the resources expended in
their production. Wil e keeping alterations to a mninum the
LCTHP will, in preparing a text:

a. generally delete false starts, redundancies and the
uhs, ahs and other noises with which speech is often
spri nkl ed;

b. occasionally conpress | anguage that woul d be confusing

to the reader in unaltered form

C. rarely shift a portion of a transcript to place it in
its proper context;

d. encl ose in [brackets] explanatory information or words
that were not uttered but have been added to render
the text intelligible; and
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e. make every effort to correctly spell the nanes of al
i ndi vidual s and pl aces, recogni zing that an occasi onal
word may be m sspell ed because no authoritative source
on its correct spelling was found.
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| NTRCDUCTI ON

H storians generally consider the year 1890 as the close of the

Anerican frontier. By then, nost of the western United States
had been settled, ranches and farns developed, communities
established, and roads and railroads constructed. The mning

boont owns, based on the lure of overnight riches from newy
devel oped |odes, and the settlenment of nobst of the suitable
farm and, were but a nenory.

Al t hough Nevada was granted statehood in 1864, exam nation of
any map of the state fromthe |ate 1800s shows that nost of it
south of the 38th parallel remained largely unsettled, even
unmapped. In 1890 nost of southern Nevada - including Lincoln
County - renained very nuch a frontier, and it continued to be
so for at |east another 20 years.

Even in the 1990s, the frontier can still be found in Lincoln
County in the attitudes, values, lifestyles, and nenories of
area residents. The frontier-like character of the area is al so
visible in the relatively undisturbed quality of the natural
environment, much of it essentially untouched by hunans.

A survey of witten sources on Lincoln County's history reveals
variability fromtow to town: A fair anount of literature, for
i nstance, can be found covering Pioche fromits first newspaper,
beginning in the fall of 1870, to the present. Newspapers from
Del amar are available from 1892 to 1906 and Caliente from 1904
to 1868. In contrast, Panaca and Al ano never had newspapers of
record. Throughout their histories, all Li ncoln County
comunities received only spotty coverage in the newspapers of
ot her communities. Mst of the history of Lincoln County after
1920 is stored in the nenories of individuals who are still
l'iving.

Aware of Lincoln County's close ties to our nation's frontier
past and the scarcity of witten sources on local history
(especially after 1920), the Lincoln County Conmm ssioners
initiated the Lincoln County Town H story Project (LCTHP). The
LCTHP is an effort to systematically collect and preserve the
hi story of Lincoln County Nevada. The centerpiece of the LCTHP
is a set of interviews conducted with individuals who had

knowl edge of local history. Each interview was recorded,
transcribed, and then edited lightly to preserve the |anguage
and speech patterns of those interviewed. Al oral history

interviews have been printed on acid-free paper and bound and
archived in Lincoln County libraries, Special Collections in the
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James R Dickinson Library at the University of Nevada at Las
Vegas, and at other archival sites |ocated throughout Nevada.

The interviews vary in length and detail, but together they form
a never-before-avail able conmposite of each comunity's life and
devel opnent . The collection of interviews for each community
can be conpared to a bouquet: Each flower in the bouquet is
uni que--sone are large, others are small--yet each adds to the
total image. In sum the interviews provide a view of community
and county history that reveals the flow of life and events for
a part of Nevada that has heretofore been l|argely neglected by
hi stori ans.

Collection of the oral histories has been acconpanied by the
assenbling of a set of photographs depicting each commnity's
hi story. These pictures have been obtained from participants in
the oral history interviews and other present and past Lincoln
County residents. Conpl ete sets of the photographs have been
archived along with the oral histories. The oral interview and
witten sources served as the basis for histories of the major
communities in Lincoln County. These histories have al so been
ar chi ved.

The LCTHP is one conponent of the Lincoln County program to
determne the socioeconomc inpact of a federal proposal to
build a high-level nuclear waste repository in southern Nye
County, Nevada. The repository, which would be inside Yucca
Mountain, would be the nation's first, and possibly only,
per manent disposal site for high-level radioactive waste. The
Li ncoln County Board of County Comm ssioners initiated the LCTHP
in 1990 in order to collect information on the origin, history,
traditions and quality of life of Lincoln County comunities
that nmay be inpacted by the repository. If the repository is
constructed, it will remain a source of interest for hundreds
possi bly thousands, of years to cone, and future generations
will likely want to know nore about the people who once resided
in the area. In the event that governnment policy changes and a
hi gh-l1evel nuclear waste repository is not constructed in
Nevada, material conpiled by the LCTHP will remain for the use
and enjoynent of all.

- - RDM
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Thi s

is Robert McCracken talking to D C. and Fay Day at their

honme in Rachel, Nevada, April 9, 1992.

052528252 828528 2

052025 285282

020825282

G2

CHAPTER ONE

D C, let's start with you. Wy don't you give ne your
nane as it reads on your birth certificate.

Del bert O oi s Day.

And when and where you were born?

| n Weakl ey County, Tennessee.

Wiere is Wakley? (1 used to live in Menphis.)

U in the country from Geenville, Tennessee, 100 mles
north of Menphis.

What is your birth date?

August 6, 1924.

And what was your dad's nane?

W1 Iiam Thomas Day.

Do you know when and where he was born?

He was born in Tennessee also, in the sane area.

You don't happen to renenber the date, do you?

No.

It would have been 1890-sonething, but | don't know the
exact date.

And what was your nother's full maiden nane?

Sophroni Par al ee Dunn.

And do you know where she was born?

Sane ar ea.

"Il ask you the sane thing, Fay. How does your nane read
on your birth certificate?

Nel | Faytane Mount. Now it's Fay M Day.

And when and where were you born?

| was born April 28, 1925, in Bradford, Tennessee.

Is that also in west Tennessee?

Yes. She was in atown 5 mles [away from m ne].

The towns are closer together there than they are in
Nevada.

D. C, what was your father's occupation?

He was a farner.

And Fay, how about your father? Wat was his occupation?
He was a farnmer and a carpenter.

Describe a little bit about growing up in west Tennessee.

W were jerked up instead of . . . [Chuckles]

VW were raised during the Depression years.

SO you were poor? )

W were just |ike everybody else A we were poor and we
wor ked |i ke dogs.

Even as ki ds?

That's right.
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Ch, you bet.

Was it working the cotton fields, or what? Wre your folks
cotton farners?

That was their main crop, cotton and corn.

Yes, and potatoes, beans and . . .

What did you do when you got out of school ?

| went to the service.

When did you go in?

In April of 1943. It was during Wrld War 1[I

D d you stay stateside, or did you go overseas?

| was in the States 3 nonths | believe, and then | went
over seas.

Wi ch theater?

| was in the Pacific.

Wien did you get married?

Right after he got out A Decenber 20th, 1945.

And did you go back honme then to |ive?

W stayed in Tennessee one year after we got married.
D. C has always been bothered with allergies and he had
asthma, so we started comng west, and this is where we
ended up.

Where was your first stop going west?

Denni son, Texas.

What took you there?

Two of ny brothers were in the doughnut business there. W
went across the river to Durant, klahoma, and put in a

shop.

How | ong did you stay there?

One year.

Was it successful ?

Ch, yes. It was very profitable, except | had asthna.

Ch, and you couldn't take the environnent there?

Ri ght. So we started west and we ended up in Phoenix,
Ari zona.

What year was that?

It was in '48.

What took you to Phoeni x?

Cimte A we were hunting a pl ace.

You were looking for a place where you could breathe, and
at that tine you could breathe in Phoeni x?

Vell, yes. W stayed |ong enough to know what it would it
do.

What did you do there?

W were in the bakery business.

D d you have anot her doughnut shop?

No, | just worked for one.

How | ong did you stay in Phoeni x?

Thr ee years.
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Where did you go then?

W went to Lubbock, Texas.

D d you | eave Phoeni x because of your asthnma?

No, | was in good shape. W bought another doughnut shop
i n Lubbock, and we went back to run it.

How | ong did you stay in Lubbock?

Ei ght een years.

Oh, really. In the doughnut business?
Doughnuts, and the crop hail insurance business.
And why did you | eave Lubbock?

Vell, | put all of our noney up here.

You started buying | and here?

Yes.

What was the first you ever heard of Lincoln County,
Nevada?

J. B. Earhart told you about this farm and for sale.

Who was J. B. Earhart?

He was a real estate agent in Lubbock, Texas.

Were you were | ooking for land at that tine?

No, there were sone farners in Stanton, Texas, and an agent
in Mdland that | had insured for several years. They got
hailed out down there and they couldn't go through wth
their permts up here to get the deed to the land, so they
were going to lose their |and here.

Oh, they had invested here. Ri ght here where you are now
inthis valley?

Yes.

Now, what do they call this valley?

Penoyer. [It's also known as Sand Spring Valley.]

And they had invested up here?

Yes, they had filed on this | and.

Under what, the Desert Land Act?

| think that's right.

When had they filed, do you recall?

They filed in the early '60s undoubtedly, because you cane
in'65 right?

Yes. It was about '63 or '64.

| wonder how they heard about it up here? It's kind of off
t he beaten path from Texas.

| guess it was advertised in several newspapers.

But they filed on governnent |and?

Yes.

And they weren't able to carry through with it?

Right. They'd had a lot of hail in Texas, and they weren't
going to nake a good crop. So the agent approached ne and
we decided that we would conme up and check on it to see if
we were interested, because they were going to |ose the
| and.

D.C. and Fay Day 3
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When did you cone up?

The next year A '65.

Do you renenber what tine of year?

Yes, it was in July. In was in sumer, | know.

Dd you go to Las Vegas first?

Ch, yes, we spent the night in Las Vegas and canme on up
her e. And all we had was a nap. W stopped out here on

the highway. O course at that tine there was very little

traffic.

Was the hi ghway paved then?

Yes. W got out and started |ooking for these pegs. Well,

we found a peg but it was on that side of the highway.

On the other side A the north side A from where you are
Now.

Right. So we weren't too inpressed. After we got through
here we went on over to Tonopah, spent the night, and then

we went over to Carson Gty and checked out the map. Well,

cone to find out we had gotten on the wong side of the
road. We'd decided if it was on the south side, then we'd
be interested. But if it was on the north side we weren't
i nterested because of the sand dunes. But when we got back

we found out that the | and was on the south side.

Had they done anything with it, inproving it in any way?

Oh, they'd fenced a little bit. They had to spend a doll ar

an acre a year [to prove up on it].

So they had fenced it and . :

Vell, not all of it, just enough to keep it enforced.

D d they have any wells down?

They had one or two.

Wre they punping water or grow ng anythi ng?

They were trying to grow sone alfalfa, and it |ooked Iike

it would do real good.

How many acres did they have?

Each one of them had 320 acres, and we bought several
[ parcel s].

Was it a famly?

No, it was a group of people that thought they wanted to

live up here and rai se sone crops.

So each of them had 320 acres. How many people were there?

About 5.

So we' re tal king about 1500-plus acres, right?

Yes.

And they hadn't invested that nuch, had they?

No, they hadn't invested that nuch, but their tinme limt

was running out to put in a well and so on.

So you took it over fromthem How long did you stay here?
D d you cone back from Carson, or how did that work?
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Ch, vyes. W cane back from Carson and went on back down
there and that's when we found out that the | and was on the
sout h side of the highway.

What made you think you could grow on this |and up here? |
mean, it's a lot different from Texas.

Vll, we checked everything out in Carson Cty that we
could and we just felt that we could. There were sone
well's in here.

Ddn't you carry sone land and water sanples back to
Lubbock?

Yes, | did. And they were real good.

And t hen what happened?

Vell, we started buying them out.
You didn't have to pay them nuch, did you?
No. | think we gave them $100 each, because they were

going to lose it all.
So you acquired their rights, in effect, for $100 apiece?
Yes. Then we bought a couple of well drillers A rigs and

well drillers. W noved them up here and started drilling
wel | s and nmaking sure that we had the [necessary water].
So you brought your own drilling rigs?

Yes, we didn't know any well drillers up here.

How deep were the wells that you had to drill?

VW drilled them about 250 feet.

At what depth did you hit water?

Down in the heart of the valley, at 105 feet.

Were they good-flow ng wells?

You bet cha.

They weren't artesian, were they?

No, they weren't artesian.

How many wells did you drill initially?

About 6, | believe. Then we got a driller out of Panaca
and we sold one of the rigs.

Oh, was it Darell Free?

Yes.

Yes, | interviewed him

He's a real fine guy.

Yes. So he built sone wells over here for you. Was that
inthe first year that you cane up?

No, | think that was in the second year. W spent nost of
our time drilling wells and fencing it all. VW had to
fence the cattle out because there were cattle on the open
range.

D d you have to level the land and all that?

No. There was sone of it we could flood irrigate, and sone
of it we'd have to put under a sprinkler system W wanted
to put in sprinkler systens anyhow.

D d you use pivot sprinklers?

D.C. and Fay Day 5
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Yes.
Were you famliar with that from Texas?
About halfway. They like to flood irrigate down there.

It was a big change for you, wasn't it? | nmean, basically
you were going fromthe bakery business into farmng.
Vell, | was famliar with the farner industry because I

dealt with it all the tine through the insurance, plus I'd
grown up on a farm

Wen you cane up, did you nove the whole household and
everyt hi ng?

No, | brought sone people to run it for me because | was
still in the insurance business.

So you didn't plan to nove up here right away.

No, but eventually.

How did it go that first year?

W just spent noney on drilling wells and doing tests and
trying to put enough crops in. You had to have 40 acres of
a grow ng crop

And that was 40 acres on each 320-acre parcel ?

Yes. W got several on there the first year.

D d you get a good crop that first year?

Ch, no. W were running too close a schedule and we'd do
one and then we'd run to the other one and do it before the
statute of limtations. W weren't trying to grow crops A
we wanted to learn, and we found out that it wouldn't grow
if you didn't have |long grow ng periods. W can get 4
cuttings of alfalfa.

Ww. What do you get a ton per acre once you got goi ng?

Ch, gosh, | don't know. It's gone up.
At that time [the alfalfa narket] wasn't like it's been
[recently].

And at that tine we didn't have electricity and we were
running the wells on propane notors. Wen we started we
were paying 6 cents a gallon, then that kept gradually

goi ng up
So you had a big investnment initially with all those wells
and the drilling equi pment and everyt hi ng.

Vell, you ran up a pretty good fee.

Who was living in the valley when you got here? Ws there
anybody?

No.

[ Laughter] Absol utely nobody.

Who was your nearest nei ghbor?

Qunder son

Wiere was he?

He was west of here about 3 m|es.

Dd he have an alfalfa operation too?
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No, he put in sonme nmamize | believe, or oats or barley or
sonet hi ng

But he was acquiring |and, too, that way?

Yes.

Was t here anybody el se then?

Ch, there were several here but they weren't doing
anything. They had proved up on their |and, and they just
quit. It was nore expensive than all of us really thought.

What were the terns that you had to follow in order to
acquire title?

Vell, you'd put it off as long as you could, and you'd
usual ly get a year's extension.

You nean you were getting a year's extension because the
original tinme period had run out on yours?

Right. | don't renenber how many years that was A whet her
it was 3 or 5 years A that you had to develop this |and.
But you had to drill a well and do 40 acres A was that it?

Yes, to get a deed.

How nuch did a deed cost then, when you got it? It was by
the acre, wasn't it?

It was very little.

Was it a dollar an acre or sonmething |ike that?

| think that's right.

So you acquired title to all 1500-plus acres?

Vell, at that first go-round, yes.

Ddyou file for nore, then?

Vell, no. By that time some of the others wanted to sel
theirs. There was a fellow from Texas who had 2 sections
down in a part of the valley with wells on it, and he got
killed when a pickup rolled over, so | wound up buying his
field too.

D d you buy ot her people out nore than once?

Ch, yes.

How much did you finally end up with?

Alittle over 4000 acres.

And was nost of it in alfalfa?

No, nost of it was idle. W had the deed to it but of
course we still had to develop the water. But we had spent
the required anount of noney on it, and we had sone
ext ensi ons.

Wiere did you live initially when you cane up here?

W had a bunkhouse down there.

D d both of you cone up here at this tine?

No, | did not stay at first. VW noved into Las Vegas in
1968 because we had 2 boys that we had to have in school.
How ol d were they?

About 9 and 12.

What are their names?

D.C. and Fay Day 7
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David Charles Day is the oldest one, and Donald Craig is
t he youngest.

They're all D. C?

Yes, all DL Cs. And we have a new grandson, and he's al so
abD C

That's nice. Were did you |ocate in Vegas?

Aberdeen Lane, but | don't renenber the nunber.

Just past Jones.

It was a new addition in 1968.

Then we spent a summer up here.

Yes, before we definitely noved to Las Vegas, the boys and
| canme and stayed a summer down on the farm That was
quite an experience A out of the city and no electricity

Tell nme about it.

Wll, the boys enjoyed it. [ Laughs] But Mt her had her
tlnes washi ng on a washboard and .

Do you renenber what sunmer t hat mould have been?

It was '66, wasn't it?

Ther eabouts, yes. By this time D. C had noved sone
trailer houses in down there for people who were working
for him so we lived in one of those.

D d you have a hard tinme getting hel p?

W al ways have a hard tinme getting good hel p.

Not everybody wanted to live out in the boondocks, either.
What did you think about living out here? This is about as
isolated as you get in the United States.

That's right. As | say, the boys enjoyed it.

W thought it was a good thing A if we were ever going to
be able to retire we had to start sonewhere, and it just
| ooked good to us.

How di d you experience the isolation?

The roughest part on that was that we'd go to Las Vegas and
try to buy enough to do for a week. [ Chuckl es] It was
kind of hard on her.

| learned to nake a list. Wen you ran out of sonething
you wote it down inmrediately, because you couldn't run
around the corner.

What was it like living without |ights?

Vel |, we had propane | anps. )
O course the boys and | were here in the summertine A
during the long days. And they had run and followed their
dad all day, so they were usually ready to go to bed about
dark anyway.

So you cane up from Lubbock one summer and |ived here. Ws
t hat when you noved to Vegas?

That was a couple of years later. W noved to Las Vegas in
Novenber of 1968

D.C. and Fay Day 8
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And did you spend your tine up here nost of the tine?

She was in Vegas and | was up every nonth checking on
t hi ngs.

But you were staying in Vegas?

Ch, when we noved to Vegas, you were up here nore than you
were at hone.

| know, but | was up here every nonth

Even i n Lubbock.

Oh, even in Lubbock you were comng up every nonth to see
how t hi ngs were goi ng?

Ri ght .

You had peopl e worki ng here?

| had 3 famlies.

Was one of themthe foreman A did you have sonebody kind of
i n charge?

h, yes. O course, we had to |eave them ny pickup and
equi prrent to farmwi th and fencing to fence with

D d you have any problens that way?

Vel |, you always have problens. You fire sone of them and
then you hire sonme of them You need to be around an
operation like this if you want to nake it go.

So you noved your household to Las Vegas in '68?

Wll, this is a long personal story. | was an only child,
and ny parents were getting old and they had to have
sonebody to take care of them W could not bring them out
here, and they really didn't want to | eave their hone and
their doctor. So the boys and | went back to Tennessee in
1970 to take care of ny folks, and then we'd conme out in
the summer and back and forth. (I don't think either of us
would do all this over again.) W would cone out here in
the sutmmer and stay with DD C He had noved a trailer into
Ash Spring, there by the pool in that trailer park.

So you were commuting, in effect, from Ash Springs?

Yes.

This went on for 10 years until ny folks both died. And in
1980 | cane out permanently.

Oh, | see. And by then the boys were grown.

Yes. The youngest one graduated from high school in 1980.
Do a lot of the people who work on your farmlive over in
the Pahranagat Valley as opposed to living here in this
val | ey?

W don't even have the farm anynore.

Ch, you don't? At that tine, did they?

Most of them woul d nove to Ash Springs or Al ano.

Were you hiring people who were natives of the Pahranagat
Val |l ey, or were they from sonewhere el se?

They were people who had farned around Lubbock. W had 3
famlies who cane fromdown there, and one is still here.




FD: The CGordon Baker famly still lives here in Ash Springs.
DD:  Yes, we had that famly. W had 3 to 4 famlies out here
nost all the tine.

D.C. and Fay Day 10
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CHAPTER TWD

Wen did you have the naxi mum anount of land cultivated
here when you had ownershi p?

W had 2 sections that we really put in, and then the rest
of the tine we were just going to have to take our tine on
It.

W started running short on noney, after all this tine.
Propane and everything else went so high that we had to
produce a good crop or we weren't going to nmake it.

What did propane go to? From6 cents to what?
Twent y- sonet hi ng.

That's a big junp. And you were using a lot, weren't you?
Yes.

Gve ne an idea of how nmuch you were using. Wat did it
take to run one well, say, for a summer?

Ch, | don't even know, but it was trenendous.

Thousands of gal |l ons?

Yes. And |I'd have 6 or 8 punps running at one tinmne.

Where were you getting your propane?

Tonopah, from Cavanaugh

He'd bring it out here?

And they'd set those tanks around the notors.

Ch A he had a big tank at each punp? Were were you
selling your alfalfa?

| never did have enough to really sell, but we could have
sold whatever we could raise. W were just trying to get
deeds to these lands, but still I sold around 1000 bal es.
W found out how good the alfalfa was, and then we ran out
of noney.

When was t hat?

|'d say 1969.

It was just before I went to Tennessee with the boys A late
'69, | guess. It was about the tinme that Watergate cane

on. That brought | oans and everything to a standstill.
Wat ergate di d?

You bet. You think Watergate didn't affect this United
States, you' d just better think again.

Is that right. Watergate dried up your ability to get
| oans out here?

Wl |, that was one of the things.

That's really interesting.

The big man in with me was worth | ots of noney.

Ch, you weren't the sole owner?

No. | forned a corporation. And the man who put nost of
the noney into it cane out and I net himin Las Vegas. He
canme up here and spent the night, and | took him back into
the airport the next norning.
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When was t hat ?

I n about ' 65.

It was between '65 and ' 70.

So you cane up here initially on your owm to nail it down
all for yourself.

Vell, the two of us. At first the insurance agent was in
with ne.

What was his nane?

J. DD Gawford. He was ny agent in Mdland. And when this
thing wwth the loans hit, it hurt himjust like it did all
of us.

You nean in '70.

You're going to have to excuse us on these dates. That's a
| ot of years ago.

Sur e.

But it was in the late '60s. Wen did Watergate . . . ?
Wat ergate began in '72.

Wll, that's when it came to a grinding halt.

W kept it going. W forned this corporation and this one
wealthy fellow called ne and I went down to Dallas, Texas,

to neet with him (I already had an investor out of
Austin.) Being in the insurance business, | did have sone
contacts. This fellow cane up and | ooked it over and he
said, "I'll tell you what. I'mgonna put $2 million." W

sat down and figured out how nuch noney we were going to
need to do it right.
What figure did you come up with?

Not quite $2 mllion. And he said, "Wll, let's put $2
mllion in it and then we'll go fromthere. |[If that's not
enough then we'll put sonme nore in it." He said, "Il

send the papers up to you next week," because he had to go
to Florida.

Vell, he went to Florida and went in and had a transfusion
of sheep's blood that was supposed to nake you younger and
all this good stuff. He and another fellow right behind
him took it and they had spoiled blood, and they died in
| ess than 24 hours.

No kidding. So there goes your contact.

That's right. And we had it all to ourself until

You nean you and your other partner.

And Fay, nostly.

The two of you plus this other partner.

Yes.

So that was a big blow for you.

Oh, it was a trenmendous blow So | had to cut it out.

But when you cane up initially you had a partner

| had an insurance guy, but | bought him out.

Early on?
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No, later on. And then | went to the guy in Austin and
this one in Dallas. They wanted sone stock.

Dd you acquire title to the initial 5 parcels yourself, or
was it the corporation that did it?

It all ended up in the corporation.

Corporations could acquire | and under that law, right?

Ri ght .

Then you acquired it personally and later on it went into a
cor porati on.

When you cane up here initially, did you think that it was
going to be so expensive?

No. | thought that 1'd be able to handle it, and | would
have A | have no doubt in ny mnd but that we were on the
edge of everything.

Way coul dn't you, then?

Money. [ Laughs]

You nean the Watergate thing.

That was one of the things. And it cost nore than we had
ever dreaned.

Everything was |i ke propane. You start off with 6 cents a

gallon, and then before you know it, it's up to 20-
sonething. And everything just started going up.
VWl | bless his heart, he is stubborn, | guess is the word.

He's got guts. He just hung in.
That's the only way you can do it out here.

And 1'lIl be quite frank A | begged him many times to
decl are bankruptcy and get out of here. Because let ne
tell you, it wasn't easy. Neither of us would do it again.
No. | wouldn't advise anybody el se to.

It was too hard.

| kept saying and | kept thinking and I kept planning that
we had sonet hi ng. But we weren't getting anywhere. So |
had a friend in Post, Texas, and Lubbock, who had filed on
this 200 acres right here.

Wher e your house sits?

Where this is. And . . .

VWl |, he died, and you bought this fromhis w dow.

| bought this from his w dow, and everybody said, "Well
what do you want with that piece of |and?"

| said, "I don't know, but |I'm going to figure out
sonething." So we spent several hours planning; | already
had it thought out. Everybody called ne a fool and an
idiot and everything el se because | decided I was going to
divide this up into parcels and | was going to start
sonet hi ng. W're the only ones who have deeded property
al ong the hi ghway.

Oh. The rest is all governnent |and?
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The rest of it is either privately owned or governnent

land. | got an engineer who would do it on credit, and |
spent the rest of that year getting approval for the
subdi vi si ons. | broke it out in 5-acre parcels at 5

percent interest. Let's see, how much .

You sold the first one for $4995.

It was $4995 with 5 percent down, 5 percent interest unti

you got it paid for. Vel |, everybody just |aughed about
this, but they started selling. Then they opened the mne
up at Tinpahute, so we called our place Tinpahute Vill age.
Then little Rachel's father delivered her here, so we
naned it Rachel

What year was it that you acquired this 200-acre parcel

where Rachel sits now?

| believe it was 1973.

By then had you divested yourself of the farmn and?

No, | still had it.

You were still going on that, but it was in a corporation?
Yes.

And who did you buy the 200 acres from again?

From the one who had originally proved up on it A George
Tracy.

Wul d you m nd sayi ng how much you paid for it?

| gave his wi dow $2000 for it.

[Wiistles] At that time there was nothing here, was there?
No. | had helped himput in alfalfa up here and we experi -
mented on sone walnut trees. Wen he died his wife said
"CGeorge would want you to have it," because I'd hel ped him
Had he noved up here from Texas?

h, no. He had a little tiny trailer sitting out here, and
he just canme up when he wanted to.

Was he an ol der nman?

Yes.

So that was really the begi nnings of the towmn of Rachel.
That was the begi nni ng.

And what year did you say that was?

| believe it was '73. It took about a year or 9 nonths
to . . .

So you acquired it in the mddle '70s, with the idea of
subdividing it. But people laughed at you and said it
woul d never go?

That's right.

Vel l, would you have thought a subdivision in the mddle of
t he desert woul d have gone?

You wouldn't, but then again you mght; | don't know  Wo

were your first purchasers?
Ed and Laura Fallis.
Where did he work?
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He was working at a mne over in Bishop with Union Carbide.
And living here?

No, he was living over there. But Union Carbide was in the
process of buying this mne up here at Tinpahute. He
wanted to transfer over here from Bishop, and | hel ped him
do that.

Who did Union Carbide buy it fron? Wh Chang?

O his heirs or sonething.

And Wah Chang acquired it from Wsley Koyn, who had
originally devel oped it.

| guess. It was closed when | cane here.

Was there any m ning going on here when you got here?

Yes, they were hauling ore down to the ball mll here.

The little mll across the road?

Ri ght .

That was Koyn's operation, wasn't it?

Yes. But he had |leased it out to sonebody el se.

Wiere were they hauling the ore fron®

Up here in the hill.

Do you renenber what the nane of the mne is?

| don't know that we ever heard a nane.

What was the guy's nanme who he had | eased it fronf

| don't renmenber. They had sone trailers sitting over by
the mll. There's a highway well there.

Meanwhi | e there was activity about reopening Tinpahute by
Uni on Car bi de?

Vell, that was a little later, after | had filed on this.

| really didn't plan on that mne being opened up. And
t hey can cl ose overnight.

Ri ght .

| didn't subdivide it for that at all; | just felt that we
had sonet hing here. But the mne did help.

D d nost of your sales then conme fromthe m ne?

No way.

Lots of the people who bought are still here. They weren't
even connected with the m ne.

Wiere did nost of the people who bought cone fronf

Las Vegas.

And what was their notive for buying up here?

Their future. And they'd cone at deer hunting season.
Lord, we had a beautiful season to hunt deer. And then
your quail and everything el se cone too. People want to
get away fromthe city. O course, Las Vegas has tripled 4
times fromwhat it was then

D d people start noving in imedi atel y?

No. Very few

Could you nane sone of the famlies that noved in
initially?
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Vell, the Fallises.

And one of the Fallises' sons, Pat, bought a |ot.

Yes. And the people that opened the bar up.

The Little A Le'Inn bar down here?

Yes.

What was their nane?

Tom Spears.

What was his thinking in opening a bar?

By this tinme they'd decided they were really going to get
this mne going up here. [ Chuckl es] I had sold ny
drilling rigs and I bought one so the Fallises could dril
their owm well. Then Tom Spear wanted to drill his own
well. He had a beautiful well. Wll, the state canme down
and stopped it and made him fill it full of concrete and
get a well driller with a license before they woul d accept
it.

They made him plug his well so sonebody with a |icense

could drill it? So you guys get the bureaucracy on you out
here, too.
Definitely.
Ch, you talk about . . . Every tine we turned a shovel of

dirt up out here they'd try to stop us.

Really. The state?

Vll, they'd turn in conplaints to the state.

Who woul d?

| guess there was sonebody who worked around the m ne.
don't know.

They didn't want anybody in Rachel, | guess.
What were their conplaints?
Vell, like putting the trailer park here.

You mean on these 5-acre parcels.

Yes. For instance, we were using Schedule 80 PVC, and all

it required was Schedul e 40. W were using double that.

And that's heavier?

The 80 is twice as heavy as the 40.

Yes.

And they sent a guy out from Las Vegas to cone up here and

stop us fromusing [the heavier PVC.

It was just harassnent.

You bet. They cane out one day, and | said, "lI'mgoing to

get you if it's the last thing I do."

The guy from Vegas.

That's right. He was a state man. | got in ny pickup, and

| went to Carson City [to the health departnent]. And |

hadn't cool ed off any. The next norning when they opened |

was the first person there. | went in and saw the bi g boy.
| said, "Now, | canme up here to get you. You're going to

go with ne. W're going to start at one end of Lincoln
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County and we're going out the top end. The next tine you
shut us down or try to shut us down, you' re going to have
sone real problens."

"Ch," he said, "You re exaggerating this."

| said, "No, |I'mnot exaggerating."

And he said, "Well, I'll see what | can do." So he did.
W stopped him

Wiy did the guy in Vegas want to shut you down?

W could never prove it, but Union Carbide had started a
subdivision in A ano. They wanted their enployees to buy
or livein Alano. That's politics.

That's the way the world worKks.

They told the people who went to work for them. . . | had
sold sonme land in the subdivision to a friend of mne down
at Alamo and they told him "If you buy land down in
Penoyer Valley, |ook for another job."

No kidding! Union Carbide told himthat?

Yes, sir.

Not Union Carbide itself. Sone enpl oyee.

| got up one norning at 6:30 our time, and | called Union
Carbide in New York. | had a direct phone nunber and I
cal | ed.

Was this the sane tine that you went to the state office in
Car son?

Just alittle later. | told the nman at Uni on Carbi de who |
was and | told himwhat was happeni ng out here.

And he said, "Wll, M. Day, | was told that there wasn't
any | and cl oser than Al ano."

| said, "They lied to you, didn't they?"

And he said, "Wll, you know we're dedicating the mll up

there." (I think he told ne they put over $28 nillion on
that mll.) He said, "By the way, I'll visit with you in a
little over a week. |"m comng out because of that and
.o you know, checking on everything up and down. He
said, "I want to, [and] I'll see you up there when they
have this [dedication]."

| said, "No, you won't see ne. If you want to talk to ne,
"Il be down in the valley and I'lI|l be available.” And I

said, "And I want this harassnent stopped.” He stopped it.

Is that right. That's to the corporation's credit. So it
was apparently not comng from New York?

It was not com ng from New Yor k

It was a local thing. But they apparently had some ki nd of
i nfl uence on the state?

You bet.

What other kinds of challenges did you have to face in
maki ng this subdi vi sion?

Everything. | fought everything.
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RM Tell me about it.

DD | don't even know where to start. Take the garbage dunp,
for instance. It took 3 years for ne to get a trash dunp
down here.

RM M god.

DD. Every Thursday or Friday |I'd be in Las Vegas. When |'d
cone in they'd say, "W'Ill have it ready for you next
week." Then they would transfer that person sonewhere el se
and they'd have to start all over again.

RM Was this the BLM

DD:.  Oh, yes.

RM So it was a big struggle to get a garbage dunp on BLM I and.

DD It was big. | went as far to the top as | could get and
finally got it approved A 20 acres.

RM  Wien did you finally get it approved?

DD.  Oh, gosh, when the mne got in up here, in the late '70s.

RM  Wiat woul d have happened if you' d put a dunp on your |and?

DD | didn't want to because that's too val uable. You know,
you get out here in a desert and sell land for $100 an
acre.

RM R ght. | just wondered if you would have had to get a
permt for that. | guess you woul d have.

DD: | would have gone through the sane thing.

FD. I'mquite sure.

DD. Between that and all the governnmental agencies, it's

sonet hi ng el se.
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CHAPTER THREE

What were sone of the other problens you faced in starting
a comunity in rural Nevada? You' ve got to get a permt to
drill a well, don't you?

Ri ght .

Is it hard to do?

Vll, you' ve got to have a licensed well driller because
they' ve got to nake sone noney. In other words, it stops
ne . . .

You can't save noney by drilling your own well.

You bet you can't.

But in general you' ve got to have sonme push. Wat were you
paying a foot to get a well?

| think about $10 a foot.

How far is it to water right here on the townsite?

A hundred and fifteen feet. | called this well driller in
Las Vegas and he had twin diesel engines. W had run into
some water over there on a well, and we were getting sone
noise fromit A I don't know whether it was in a river
under there or a lake or what. But anyhow, | had him cone
out and we drilled a well, and he said he could test it.

It tested 4410 gallons a mnute, and the mnute they cut
the notor off the electric thing cut off. So our draw down
was 60-sonething feet, at that 4400 gallons a m nute.

That's amazing. Wat other problens did you encounter?

Vell, it took a long time to get electricity and
t el ephones.

How did you get electricity out here?

From the m ne. They brought the power in and then we
formed our own electric co-op. The contractor that was
putting in that mll up there was a big outfit out of

Tucson, Arizona. And we forned our own electric conpany
and they ran it fromthe m ne.

Who financed that?

Li ncol n County A they got a |oan

And was that to run the power line fromthe mne to here?
To run the power line fromthe junction down there.

W are still paying for that line, right?

Ch, yes.

Are your rates here high?

No, our rates are very, very reasonable.

Your power cones off Boul der Dam doesn't it?

Most of it.

What year did power cone in?

In ' 77.

Was it a challenge to get a tel ephone |ine?

W got it at the sane tine.
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W had one phone booth at first. There was a booth up at
the mne and there was one here.

It wasn't too long till they ran it through the trailer
park and then it started running here.

How long did you have to work to get power and phone in
here, from beginning to the end?

Vell, we didn't have a chance until the mne cane in,
really.

Either that or nore farmng had to go on or sonet hing.

| guess when they closed the mne down, the power just
stayed, didn't it?

Yes.
How | ong did the m ne operate under Uni on Carbide?
|'d say 4 or 5 years; |I'mnot sure.

| took ny tractor up there and noved a | ot of pipe for them
whil e snow was on the ground, and that was in '78 or '79.

| can't renenber how nmany years it was in operation. But
the closing of the mne did not affect us as nuch as you
woul d think because so many of their enployees lived in

Al ano. It really must have affected Al anb economcally
nore than it did us.
Ch, lord, yes.

W have several people who work at the Test Site, so the
closing of the mne did not affect them

Was the Test Site a big source of initial purchase here?
Yes.

You're really close to that one Test Site gate, aren't you?
Ch, about 7 or 8 mles.

They have one here and then one towards Tonopah.

And it's that area . . .

Vell, Area 51 is in the next valley. That's where they see
the UFGs and these strange things.

Oh, it's in the next valley over A out there on that dry
| ake, G oom Lake?

Yes, that's over in the next valley.

This big white nountain out here is Bald Muntain, isn't
it?

Yes. East of us from Bald Muntain is over in the next
val | ey.
Are there still quite a few people working at the Test Site

in this comunity?

| would say there are 7 or 8.

Pr obabl y.

Peopl e are wanting to get out of Las Vegas.

| can certainly understand that.

W' ve got people who are buying |land and noving here from
Ari zona.

So you're still selling | and?
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Vell, now |I've sold out until | can get another subdivision
approved.

Have you sold out the initial 200 acres?

Ch, yes. Along tine ago.

Where did you get nore | and, then?

| bought it up.

Ch, there was nore land in close to the road that you had
bought up?

Vell, let's see. The 200 acres and the 240 right behind it

are the only ones close to the highway. Then |I've got sone
in the heart of the valley and sone on the other side of
the vall ey.

How long did it take you to sell out that initial 200
acres?

About 2 years.

And t hen you subdi vi ded anot her 240 acres?

| subdivided anot her 160 out of 240.

How long did it take you to sell that out?

A coupl e of years.

So they nove right al ong.

Over the weekend we sold the last ot of the |ast [160-acre
parcel we had subdivided]. W had 32 lots and over the
weekend we sold the last one of those. A lot of the people
who want to live here live in Las Vegas but they're
pl anning for retirenent.

What do the lots sell for now? You still sell themin 5-
acre plots?

Yes. That's all we're going to deal with. W don't want
people to be jamred up in apartnents and everyt hi ng.

What do they sell for now?

Right around $6495. But we've got electricity to every
par cel

So additional parcels will be on down the valley?

Either in the heart of the valley or across it.

Have you got those subdi vi ded?

Not yet. The engineer's working on it. They say that it
won't take very long to put it through the state. They say
they're going to get it in 6 weeks. It's always taken them
a year.

Hopefully by the end of the year we'll be ready.

It takes a year to get a subdivision through?

Yes, to neet all the requirenents.

W have to neet all the requirenents they neet in Las
Vegas.

What are sone of the requirenents?

First you have to pass the county planning board. Then it
has to pass the county comm ssioners, and then it has to go
to the state real estate division
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And the water division.

And the health departnent. It has to go through all these
agenci es before you are cleared to start selling.

And that takes about a year?

At | east.

But now they say that they can clear it out of Carson Gty
within 6 weeks.

But we haven't got to that point yet.

No, we haven't got there.

W' ve got these other things to do.

Vel |, the planning board.

And we're working on the zoning right now As | said, we
have to go through everything they go through in downtown
Las Vegas.

Does Lincoln County have a buil ding code?

Yes.

An owner can build anything he wants in Nye County.

We can build, but they want that noney.

W have to have a permt for anything that's over a certain
squar e f oot age.

How big is the popul ati on of Rachel now?

W have about 100 people. It fluctuates a bit. O course
t hrough the years we've mssed . . . DO C sold the initia
farm that was the corporation. And the people who own it
are big alfalfa farners, so they enploy quite a few people
down here.

When did you sell the farn®

It was in 1981.

And you got out of that because 