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PREFACE

The Lincoln County Town H story Project (LCTHP) engages in
interviewing people who can provide firsthand descriptions of
the individuals, events and places that give history its
substance. The products of this research are the tapes of the
interviews and their transcriptions.

In thenmselves, oral history interview are not history. However,
they often contain valuable primary source material, as useful
in the process of historiography as the witten sources to which
hi storians have custonmarily turned. Verifying the accuracy of
all of the statements nmade in the course of an interview would
require nore tinme and noney than the LCTHP' s operating budget
permts. The program can vouch that the statenents were nade
but it cannot attest that they are free of error. Accordingly,
oral histories should be read wth the sanme prudence that the
reader exercises when consulting governnent records, newspaper
accounts, diaries, and other sources of historical information.

It is the policy of the LCTHP to produce transcripts that are as
close to verbatim as possible, but sone alteration of the text
is generally both unavoi dable and desirable. Wen human speech
is captured in print the result can be a norass of tangled
syntax, false starts, and inconplete sentences, sonetines
verging on incoherency. The type font contains no synbols for
t he physical gestures and the diverse vocal nodul ations that are
integral parts of comunication through speech. Experi ence
shows that totally verbatim transcripts are often largely
unreadable and therefore a waste of the resources expended in
their production. Wil e keeping alterations to a mninum the
LCTHP will, in preparing a text:

a. generally delete false starts, redundancies and the
uhs, ahs and other noises with which speech is often
spri nkl ed;

b. occasionally conpress | anguage that woul d be confusing

to the reader in unaltered form

C. rarely shift a portion of a transcript to place it in
its proper context;

d. encl ose in [brackets] explanatory information or words
that were not uttered but have been added to render
the text intelligible; and

e. make every effort to correctly spell the nanmes of al
i ndi vidual s and pl aces, recogni zing that an occasi onal
word may be m sspell ed because no authoritative source
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on its correct spelling was found.
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| NTRCDUCTI ON

H storians generally consider the year 1890 as the close of the

Anerican frontier. By then, nost of the western United States
had been settled, ranches and farns developed, communities
established, and roads and railroads constructed. The mning

boont owns, based on the lure of overnight riches from newy
devel oped |odes, and the settlenment of nobst of the suitable
farm and, were but a nenory.

Al t hough Nevada was granted statehood in 1864, exam nation of
any map of the state fromthe |ate 1800s shows that nost of it
south of the 38th parallel remained largely unsettled, even
unnmapped. In 1890 nost of southern Nevada - including Lincoln
County - renmained very nuch a frontier, and it continued to be
so for at |east another 20 years.

Even in the 1990s, the frontier can still be found in Lincoln
County in the attitudes, values, lifestyles, and nenories of
area residents. The frontier-like character of the area is al so
visible in the relatively undisturbed quality of the natural
environment, much of it essentially untouched by hunans.

A survey of witten sources on Lincoln County's history reveals
variability fromtow to town: A fair anount of literature, for
i nstance, can be found covering Pioche fromits first newspaper,
beginning in the fall of 1870, to the present. Newspapers from
Del amar are available from 1892 to 1906 and Caliente from 1904
to 1868. In contrast, Panaca and A anbo never had newspapers of
record. Throughout their histories, all Li ncoln County
comunities received only spotty coverage in the newspapers of
other communities. Mst of the history of Lincoln County after
1920 is stored in the nenories of individuals who are still
I'iving.

Anware of Lincoln County's close ties to our nation's frontier
past and the scarcity of witten sources on local history
(especially after 1920), the Lincoln County Comm ssioners
initiated the Lincoln County Town H story Project (LCTHP). The
LCTHP is an effort to systematically collect and preserve the
hi story of Lincoln County Nevada. The centerpiece of the LCTHP
is a set of interviews conducted with individuals who had

knowl edge of local history. Each interview was recorded,
transcribed, and then edited lightly to preserve the | anguage
and speech patterns of those interviewed. Al oral history

interviews have been printed on acid-free paper and bound and
archived in Lincoln County libraries, Special Collections in the
James R Dickinson Library at the University of Nevada at Las
Vegas, and at other archival sites |ocated throughout Nevada.
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The interviews vary in length and detail, but together they form
a never-before-avail able conmposite of each comunity's life and
devel opnent . The collection of interviews for each community
can be conpared to a bouquet: Each flower in the bouquet is
uni que--sone are large, others are small--yet each adds to the
total image. In sum the interviews provide a view of community
and county history that reveals the flow of life and events for
a part of Nevada that has heretofore been l|argely neglected by
hi stori ans.

Collection of the oral histories has been acconpanied by the
assenbling of a set of photographs depicting each commnity's
hi story. These pictures have been obtained from participants in
the oral history interviews and other present and past Lincoln
County residents. Conpl ete sets of the photographs have been
archived along with the oral histories. The oral interview and
witten sources served as the basis for histories of the major
communities in Lincoln County. These histories have also been
ar chi ved.

The LCTHP is one conponent of the Lincoln County program to
determne the socioeconomc inpact of a federal proposal to
build a high-level nuclear waste repository in southern Nye
County, Nevada. The repository, which would be inside Yucca
Mountain, would be the nation's first, and possibly only,
per manent disposal site for high-level radioactive waste. The
Li ncoln County Board of County Comm ssioners initiated the LCTHP
in 1990 in order to collect information on the origin, history,
traditions and quality of life of Lincoln County comunities
that may be inpacted by the repository. If the repository is
constructed, it will remain a source of interest for hundreds
possi bly thousands, of years to cone, and future generations
will likely want to know nore about the people who once resided
in the area. In the event that governnment policy changes and a
hi gh-l1evel nuclear waste repository is not constructed in
Nevada, material conpiled by the LCTHP will remain for the use
and enjoynent of all.

- - RDM
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This is Elizabeth Nelson Patrick of Las Vegas, Nevada,
interviewng Gue Gm Wah of the Prince Mne in Lincoln County,
Nevada, in the living room of Betty Gemml| Frizzell at the
Prince Mne site Septenber 24 and 25, 1984.

[Note fromtypist: | amusing the English spellings for Chinese
nanes given by Sue Fawn Chung in "Que G m Wh: Pi oneeri ng
Chinese Anerican wonan of Nevada," in Hstory and Humanities

edited by Francis X Hartigan, University of Nevada Press, Reno,
1989, pp. 45-79. WNMBC ]

[Note fromeditor: Ms. Wah's English was highly ungrammati cal,
and | have taken the liberty of couching her words in fairly
grammati cal English. JOC ]

CHAPTER ONE

EP. Que @ mWah, Ms. Frizzell and | are in the sitting room of
Ms. Betty Germ || Frizzell, who lives at the Prince Mne
site. This living room fornmerly was the geol ogy room for
the Prince Mne, where maps were nade. Her brother, Paul
Cemm ||, who was a noted mning engineer, nmade the maps in
this room It's a beautiful room Ms. Frizzell has it
furnished with a lot of antiques and things that are very
precious to her. Ms. Wah, what is your full nane?

GN  You want to know ny girl nane, and ny narried nane?

EP. That's right.

GN M girl nane is Gue GmDer. And ny married nane is Ms.
Tom Wah. [People] think Wah is the last name, but it's
not. M last name is Tom

EP:. The Chi nese custom

GN Yes, Chinese is opposite, the last nane is the first. Tom
Wah shoul d be Wah Tom

BF: In Chinese she'd be Ms. Tom but everyone here thinks it's
M's. Wah, because they have that reversed.

EP. What was your husband' s Chi nese nane?

GN  Tom Chun Nui .

EP. \Where were you born, Ms. Wah?

GN | was bornin China, in acity called Lin Lun Li.

EP. What year were you born?

GN  Wiat year? | won't tell you! Because if | tell you, then
you' Il know how old I am [Laughter]

EP. Al right. A lady has the right to keep that secret.
[ Laughter] Wen did you cone to the United States?

GN | forget what year.

EP. Can you tell ne approxi mately?

BF: VWell, you canme when you were 8 years old, you told ne.
GN No, | came at 12 years old. | canme by a boat called The
Chi na.

EP. Wiy did you cone to the United States?
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EP:

EP:

BF:
EP:

EP:

EP:

EP:

EP:

Ch, ny daddy wanted nme to cone.
Ch, did your father acconpany you here?
Ch, yes, ny father, Lu Jin Dai, was in San Francisco a |ong

—+

i me.

Oh, your father was a nerchant there?

Yes.

He was al ready a nerchant there.

So he had conme to the United States first and left his

famly in China, and then he cane back and got you and you

cane to the United States?

Yes.

D d you have any brothers and sisters?

Oh, yes, | had lots of brothers and sisters. Fromny rea
nmot her, | had 2 older brothers and one younger brother and
| was the only qgirl. M/ not her passed away and ny daddy

went hone and nmarried a young wonan.

He went back to China to get a wife.

Yes, he went back to China and he married a young | ady, and

she had 3 boys and 2 girls. There were 3 girls, but one

passed away.

Are you the last of the famly? Are there any nenbers of

that second famly still |iving?

Fromny nother's children, all are gone 0O there's just ne.
But | have a half-brother and a hal f-sister.

So they're still living in San Francisco. Do you keep in

t ouch?

Ch, yes.

Have they ever been here to Prince?

Two sisters and one brother cane to the Prince.

To visit, or to work?

To visit. One sister, Que Kay, canme here and stayed wth

me for a couple of years. She went to school here.

And | net her when | was a little girl.

That's when you were children, then.

Yes, at that tinme, we were young peopl e.

And | didn't see her sister all those years until 2 years

ago in San Franci sco. Que Kay had always asked about ne,

and 1'd ask about her. They had a big luncheon in

Chinatown, and | net her and her husband and all. It was

really interesting.

And one brother cane there to visit ne too, and the

youngest sister canme. The whole famly cane there to visit

me. That sister's nmarried now. She has the nane Corrine

When you first came to the United States, can you renenber
going through immgration and all? Dd you have any
difficulty getting into San Franci sco?

Ch, vyes. W cane in with ny father. And | renenber the
boat com ng in. The boat canme in to the harbor and sone
Anerican people got in the boat. And we all had to stand
up on the boat, and they called, "Were is she? Cone!
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BF:
EP:

EP:

BF:

EP:

BF:
EP:

EP:

EP:

Wiere is she?" They had to call nanmes, to see if everyone
was there. The first call, they called ne!

The first one!

The first one they call ed.

For alittle girl 12 years ol d!

Yes. "Que GmM" | didn't know where to go, where to run!
When they called you, you had to go to certain places.

And you didn't know any Engli sh.

No! But he called a Chinese nane [0 "Que GmM" But |
didn't know where to go, so they all said, "Cone here, cone
here, cone this way, cone this way!" So | ran that way.
And second, he called ny stepnother, "Der Sii! Der Ju
Sii!" So ny nother followed ne, and | was | aughing! \%%
daddy explained there would be a long wait there. Pretty
soon, they had called all the nanmes, and sone had to go to
the one side. It didn't matter which ones [0 white people,
Japanese people, Chinese people O they called them all.

Wen we cane, at that tine not many Chinese had a famly
cone. Wen there was a famly, they called them At that
time they let the nmerchants bring their famli es.

O herwi se a Chinese man couldn't bring his wife in.

Then | went into a room and there were a few people
sitting at the one table. They called ny nane, "Gue @ m"
again. So |l went in and sat down. But they had no Chinese
to interpret, so they had ny dad standing at ny side. I

was ki nd of scared.

Sur e.

So next a gentl eman asked ne, "Wat's your nanme?"

| said, "My nane, | be Der Gue Gm"

So he asked a Chinese word. He said, "You got a bok here?
You got a bok?"

"What? Eh? Eh? Eh?" [Laughs]

My daddy said, "Yes, bok." Bok is Chinese for ‘uncle’
That man tal ked to ne in Chinese.

Ch, | see; he was using a Chinese word.

Ch, you had a bok here, neaning you had sonebody to sponsor
you.

Yes. But | didn't know, | couldn't answer.

So ny daddy said, "You a bok , you a bok
And that man said, "Shhh." He didn't want ny daddy to
tal k.

Your father could of course speak and understand English
wel | .

Then he asked, "You have a gu in here?"

What's that?

@Qu nmeans an ‘older brother’. So I answered, "Yes, | have a
gu in here.”

So he said "Oh." And then he questioned ny stepnother. So
| was kind of scared. Pretty soon, they told ny daddy we
had to go to Angel Island.
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BF:
EP:

EP:

EP:

BF:

EP:

BF:

EP:

EP:

EP:

Oh, you were sent to Angel 1sland.

Yes. Then we went to Angel Island. Qooh!

And what was Angel |sland?

That's where they took people if they couldn't pass them
ri ght through

Angel Island is just offshore, and they had to get a

steanboat to take people there. On Angel Island they

| ocked you up just like a jail. You couldn't go anypl ace.
go down there, eat, cone back, and they put

screens all around. But we could stay in the w ndow

wat ching the boats comng in and going out. W stayed

t here 5 days.

Fi ve days.

Five days. And the questions! | was young; | didn't know

how to renenber. You see, | was a little girl, and did not

see ny uncle for a long tine. He gave nme ny uncle's

picture to | ook at!

The authorities gave you your uncle's picture?

Yes. And then they got an old picture of ny father. | was
not born at the tine of that picture! How could I know ny
father before | was born?

It didn't ook Iike him

He was 20 years old. (He canme to the United States very
young.) And to give ne that kind of picture! 1| |ooked and
| ooked and | didn't know him

He wanted you to recogni ze t hem

Yes.

He wanted to find out if she was who she said she was.

And he and ny ol der uncle's pictures | ooked about the sane.
When he cane to the United States he cut off his hair

Before, they had braids. So at first | said, "I don't know
if thisis ny uncle." But the nman who interpreted was very
good.

Was he an Anerican nman or a Chi nese nman?
An Aneri can. He told nme, "Look, |ook good. Pay nore

attention. Look at the picture. Look." So | |ooked, |
| ooked, looked at the eyes [ it still 1|ooked like ny
father. So | said, "That ny father." He said, "OK"

That nust have been very, very hard. You were very

frightened, weren't you?

Yes. And then, oh, the questions .

Now, the whol e fanlly had to stay at Angel | sl and?

Yes, they had to question everyone the sane way. M/ young
not her wasn't nmarried very long. She married himin Canton
and | lived in the valley. M nother had passed away, and
ny daddy went home and marri ed.

But [that man] asked ne all day about ny nother having
passed away. "She passed away? Were did you stay?"

By that tine ny brother was narried. | said, "Well, ny
sister-in-law took care of ne. And so did ny aunt" (ny
aunt neans ny uncle, oldest uncle, youngest uncle), "and |
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EP:
EP:

EP:

EP:
BF:
EP:

BF:

EP:

EP:

EP:

would go eat with them One day I'd go there to eat
anot her day they'd call ne to go there to eat."”

Each one of themtook care of you.

Yes.

They thought that you were trying to cone into the country
under fal se pretenses.

Yes. And he even said, "How did you sit and eat?"

How di d you what ?

Sit dowmn and eat. How was your table put? And that kind
of question!

| said, "Well, our table was in the cooking place. On this
side the cook and this side the table. So we sit at the
table.”

"How was your chair put?"

"Wll, at eating tine, we take the chair and go to the
t abl e. Wen we finish eating, we take our chair back to
the sitting room" How do we sit in our chairs O all that
kind of questions. Ch, | was scared. One day, this went
on for a couple of hours. And then the next day, the first
thing, they questioned nme and ny nother. Then he

guestioned ny father and ny brother. M/ brother and ny
father got the sanme questions. But ny father was here a
long tinme, and in the houses, things change. So | was
tal king and they were tal king, saying different things.

And each one of you had a different nenory or a different
i npression of what happened.

She was in an uncle's house and then their father's, and
they didn't nove the chairs back to the sitting room.
That's right.

So at first they didn't think I was ny father's daughter;
that man was going to stop nme from com ng. But when all
the questions were over, they called us all together to
| ook in our faces.

To see if you | ooked alike.

He looked at ne to see if | |ooked |ike ny daddy. That
gentl eman who asked questions said, "Your daughter is
pretty.”

M/ daddy said, "Yes, ny daughter is pretty.” | |ooked like
ny father, and the boys were fat like him You see, ny
daddy was fat, and ny brothers were very fat! Especial ly
right here! They couldn't sit down! [ Laught er] But
because of that, | thought maybe | would have to go back
that tine.

Because you weren't fat enough! [Laughter]

But ny face |ooked |like ny daddy's face. Because of that,
they told ne I could go on shore.

But you underwent 5 days of questioning like that at Angel
| sl and.

Vell, we stayed there 5 days, and had 2 days of questions.
Were there other Chinese people there that they were
guest i oni ng?
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BF:

EP:

EP:

EP:

EP:

EP:

Oh, yes, the sane questions. And comng over, they were

treating people for hookworm They were doing that not for

t he Chinese, but for the Indian people.

The I ndi ans got dysentery, yes.

Yes. So you had to take a kind of pill to kill the worns.
Sone peopl e who took the pill cane out with 5-foot worns!
But everybody was given those pills?

Yes. They wanted to stop the people from com ng. There

were so many Indian people in the steanboat they had 500 or
600; so they nade it so the people woul dn't cone.

Do you renenber seeing a |lot of people fromlndia?

Vell, at the tinme there weren't nmany because they had tried

to stop themcomng fromlindia. But they did that for the
Chi nese too. And ooh! | remenber how hard that nedicine

was. And | ate it every day. And when it was nealtine, |
couldn't put any nore in; | would vomt it out. The boy

who took care of the worm pills said, "They eat it, and

that takes care of the worm And this girl [GQue G n] eats

themall the tinme!"

The doctor said, "She's taking that all the tine, every

day?"

And that boy said, "Yes."

"Ch, stop her!" [ Laughing]

The ship stopped in Honolulu a few hours and the doctor

told nme, "Don't eat." You see, the boat was stopped at Hong
Kong for 3 days. Then they started giving out that kind of
pill.

You began taking that nedication, and you were pretty sick,

weren't you?

Qooh! 1'd vomt all the tinme! They nade nme vomt all the

time, till the doctor told nme, "Don't take it." Then on

Angel Island we didn't have to take anyt hing.

That was really a terrible experience for a famly, and for

you as a young girl. Wat did you think about the United
States, given that kind of treatnent?

Vell, | didn't pay any attention. | thought, "Well, they
made ne kind of low, nake nme kind of . . ." But | think

of that time when | cane, and now t housands of people cone,
and they don't give themthat kind of pill.

When you lived in China, if your father was a nerchant, you
had a rather good life, didn't you?

Yes. They were thinking, though, that | was the way
weal thy people were at that tine in China. But the people
in the United States lived the way rich people did.
Because the Chinese people's wages were so cheap,
everything was so cheap. And at the tine they canme to the
United States, there was no robbing .
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EP:

BF:

EP:

EP:

EP:

EP:
EP:
EP:

EP:

EP:

EP:

BF:

EP:

CHAPTER TWD

You were tal king about early San Franci sco.

Vell, at that tine in China they called the United States
G m San. G m San nmeans ‘gold nountain’. [ Not e: Chung
gl ves um Shan; perhaps anot her di al ect?]

[ Laughs] Gold nount ai n!

Yes. San nmeans ‘nmountain’; gim nmeans ‘gold . CGol d
nountain. To cone to the United States neant to go to the
gold nmountain. So the people were happy to cone.

Even though you had a good life in China, you still | ooked
forward to coming to the United States.

Yes. It didn't matter how good [your life was], people
said, "Ooh, you're going to the United . . ." They saw al

t he gol d! And it was so pretty, so nice. There was no
r obbi ng, no poor people.

Were you di sappoi nted, or were you pleased when you got to
San Franci sco?

| still liked it. And in China they didn't have elec-
tricity. Everything was different, so | lived in the
United States and | was happy.

Wen you were a girl in China, did you have any forma

education there? You were only 12 when you cane over here.
| got to go to Chinese school
So you could read and wite Chinese?

Yes.
Was it Mandari n Chi nese, or what?
Cant onese.

But when you cane to the United States, you couldn't speak
any English at all.
No

It nust have been very difficult. You lived, | assune, in
t he Chi nese section [ in Chinatown?
Yes.

D d you go to school there?
Vell, ny daddy told ne to go to school. But | was kind of
afraid. At that tinme, |looking at the people, and the devil

| ook of their blue eyes, that kind of scared ne. | didn't
want to go to public school. But |I went to Chi nese school

I liked Chinese school because all the Chinese were there.
Wen | went to the English school, | figured, "I can't
talk, I can't learn,” so | didn't go. But then I went to
the Prince.
Vell, | want to stay in San Francisco for just a bit, in

your yout h. Was it possible for you to live a very full
l[ife there in the Chinese comunity w thout ever |learning a
word of English?

Yes, didn't you have to learn English?

You didn't have to. M/ stepnother never knew how to speak
Engl i sh.

And she lived a very full life there?
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EP:

EP:

EP:
EP:

BF:
EP:

EP:

EP:

EP:

Yes. She lived quite |ong. She canme from China and she
never went back. Well, she went back one tine, to take the
children back to see their grandnother.

Ch, they stayed in China for a bit, and cane back. And
your natural nother died in China. She never canme to the
United States. How did you neet your husband?

Vell, Tom Wah was ny father's friend. Al the young nen at
that time from one Chinese city worked together, so they
knew each other from that tine. They cane to the United
States and they nmet as friends all the tine.

So a group froma village or a town would, say, cone to San

Francisco and they would all sort of live together and
remai n toget her?
Yes.

And they'd maintain their contacts from.

Yes. At one tinme, the Panama Canal opened.

| believe 1914, wasn't it?

When they finished the Panama Canal, they had a big fair in

San Franci sco.

Yes, a Wrld' s Fair.

Ch, the Panama Exhi bition.

M/ husband was at the Prince, and he went there to see the

fair and he saw ny father and stayed in ny father's store

and talked to him | was in school, and |I cane back hone.
VW lived in the store, upstairs. To go out, we had to go

through the store. So I'd cone back through the store. |

didn't know anybody, but all the tine 1'd see people in

t here. | didn't know their nanes; | just bowed to them

They were all bow ng back to ne. [Laughter]

It's a nice custom isn't it?

Yes. Tom would joke with ny father. My father thought I

was young, not ready to marry, you see. Tom called ny

father "Un Gn." He said, "Und@n, | |ike your daughter

You think you | et your daughter marry ne?"

So ny daddy said, "Wy not? Wy not?"

Now, he woul dn't ask you?

No, he asked ny father. Then another friend said, "Um G n,
he's a good man. Let your daughter marry."

My father smled. "Next tine, next tine."

So ny father thought about how ny grandnot her passed away,
but ny grandfather hadn't passed away yet. Then ny father

thought, "He married a young wife. He found a young wife,

so ny daughter can marry him he's a good nman." And soon |

got married. The Chinese at that tine went back to China

to get awfe. They did not marry in Anmerica.

It would have been very difficult for a young Chinese girl
in Anerica to get a husband then, wouldn't it?

Yes. You had to marry kind of aged nen because a |ot of
peopl e were kind of poor when they canme. The rich people

didn't conme. To cone in, they had to have a |oan and pay

t he banks back.
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In fact, by the tinme they paid off the loan they . . .

.o they were older. And M. Tom Wah was ol der, wasn't
he?
Yes. He was much ol der than I

About how ol d was he?

If he was alive, he'd be 110 years ol d now.

So he was born in about 1871

You know, GQue Gm | think Ms. Patrick mght be interested
in having you tell about when Tom . . . Tom had first
worked on the railroad, hadn't he, as a crewran?

Yes, and then he did sonething in Pioche. Wen the mne
first opened, ny husband canme there to work for the cook.

| did want to ask sone questions about Tom (l'mgoing to
call himTom) Tomcane to this country about what year?

| can't renenber. He was here for a long tine before the
first Panama Exhibition. Wen he first cane to the United
States, he worked the ground to dig sage and the other
t hi ngs that grow here.

Dd he cone in as a |laborer, to do hard manual |abor?

Yes, he did hard work. He lived for a long tinme in
Marysville, California. He was born in the United States,
but his father and nother died.

Tomwas born in the United States?

Yes. Near Marysville. He lived there as a boy, but his
father died first, and then his nother, when he was a
little boy. He had an uncle here and he took him back to
China. The uncle also took the father and nother's bones
back to China where they were born, to bury them But that
boat was not a good boat, and it sank! Luckily his uncle
and auntie and he . . .

Were saved in a lifeboat?

Yes, they saved his life. He stayed in China till he was
21 years old and then he came back to the United States.
That's interesting. | knew he was born in this country,

because Tom had told us he'd been born here in California
when they did not require a birth certificate. And years
|ater this caused him sonme problens when he went back
agai n.

Wiy were his parents in the United States?

| don't know, but they married here.

There were lots of Chinese that canme to work on the
rail road.

He didn't tell ne because he was too small, so he didn't
know.

Vel |, so Tomcane back to the United States when he was 21.
Yes.

That woul d have been about 1892 then, if we established
that he was born in 1871. Were did he go the first tine?
Hs uncle tried to bring himback to the United States.

Ch, did his uncle return to the United States after taking
hi m back to Chi na?
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Yes, but his auntie stayed in China, she didn't want to
cone back

The aunt stayed in China and her husband cane to the United
States?

Yes. He went back and forth quite a few tines.

Ch really! And they stayed nmarried to each other.

Yes, they stayed married. They say in that tinme everybody
worked in the fields and dug the sage and dug the roads.
Later, was he working on the railroad or as a cook on the
railroad?

He was a cook for when they nmade the railroad.

|'d like to go back just for a mnute to this uncle. That
famly history kind of interests ne. He left his wife in
China, and he visited her fromtine to tine. Do you know
if he took another wife at all here in the United States
or did he live al one?

He |ived al one.

Al right, Toms uncle got himback into the United States.
Was it difficult for himto get back?

No, at that tinme they cane very easily.

Particularly if they were single nen.

They didn't have any questions [to answer] or anything
Tom told me when he cane in first, he was kind of alone,
and he tried to cook for a famly, and he stayed with the
famly. [ Laughs] And the famly had to teach him how to
cook!

Was it a Chinese famly?

No, an Anerican famly. | think they cane fromEngland O a

very nice famly, a very nice lady. He didn't know how to
speak English, and she bought a book, and every night after
he finished his work, she'd teach him how to talk and how
to read.

Was he just a baby when he left the United States?

Yes.

Oh, so he didn't learn English. (I wondered if he had
| earned English as a child.)

No, he was just a baby, 2 or 3 years old.

It's hard for a person to |earn another |anguage when
they're adult. Dd he work in San Francisco for this
famly?

Not San Francisco Oin Marysville.

Al right. He went right back to where he was born. Was
his uncle in Marysville?

Yes. But his uncle went back to die in China. You see
long ago the people who canme to the United States, when
they wanted to die, went back to where they were born.

What ki nd of business was he in in Marysville?

| don't know. | think he grew vegetables, sold them that
ki nd of .o

| see. | didn't know whether he was a nerchant |ike your
f at her.
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He wasn't a nerchant; he just worked.

Wiere did Tomgo fromMarysville? D dn't he go to Arizona?
Yes. | think he went to a copper m ne.

Near what city in Arizona?

Ch, he talked all the time about Yuma, and Phoenix, and
Tucson. In Arizona, he had a Chinese restaurant. And on
the Fourth of July they [had a fire] and the fire truck was
putting out the roof.

That nust have been awf ul

Yes. The restaurant burned up. One Chinese man said he
was going to build a new brick building to nake a
restaurant. So he gave his noney to that man. But that
man was not very good, not honest. They [formed a]
partnership, but the man said, "I don't have noney." So
Tom had to pay, and that nman was the boss. But that fellow
was crooked. He stole everything Tom put in the
restaurant.

Where did he have this restaurant in Arizona?

| think in Yura. A hot pl ace.

Ch, that's Yuma, all right. [Laughter]

Then he heard news about Col dfi el d.

That would be the early 1900s. Wat did he do about that?
He canme through on the train. But the train didn't cone
through from Salt Lake to Los Angeles. On the train, |
think, a conductor told him "Chinese, you going to Cold-
field? ol dfield won't let the Chinese get out in the
city." So he said he couldn't go to Goldfield, so he went
on to Ely. And Ely at that tinme had good mning, and he
opened a restaurant there.

In Ely.

Yes. Al the time he had good |luck 0O he met good Anerican
people. But then in E'y they boycotted the Chinese!

They boycotted the Chi nese?

Yes, there was no business. [ Laughs] Nobody went to the
Chi nese restaurant to eat. Just one man went and ate there
all the tine.

That was an Anmerican nan?

Yes, an Anerican nman. And then Tom cane to Pi oche.

Before we go to Pioche, how long did Tomstay in Ey?

| think not very |ong.

Vell, if nobody would conme to his restaurant he coul dn't
stay very |ong.
There was just the one good man. He | earned how to use

chopsti cks and everyt hi ng.

Cooki ng for one man! [Laughter]

VWl |, he nust have been open then for just a short tine.
Were there many Chinese in Ely at that tine?

He never said how nmany. They boycotted them so there were
no Chi nese peopl e.

There must have been a nunber of them then, because you
don't boycott just one nan.
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One of the restaurants maybe wanted to boycott him

He nmust have been a very good cook. So he cane down to
Pi oche.

Yes.

About what tine was that, do you know?

| don't know It was a long tinme ago. He told ne he had a
good friend when he got here, and there was a | ot of ground
where he could build a restaurant.
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CHAPTER THREE

Ms. Wah, we were tal king about Tom having sone property
here. He had conme down fromEYy to Pioche, and he had sone
property here that he told you about.

In fact, Tom canme here when the Prince Mne first started,
didn't he?

Yes.

And when was that?

The Prince opened about 1906, didn't it?

|f he had gone to Goldfield, the railroad cane to Goldfield
in 1905. So he nmust have cone sonetinme after that.

Wll, the mne was getting going, and when he canme to
Pi oche, he came right to the Prince.
No, not right away. Wen he canme into Pioche, he was

cooking for the railroad down bel ow at Caliente.

Oh, he cooked at Caliente for the railroad? D d he have a
restaurant there, or did he work for the railroad?

He worked for the railroad.

They were putting the train through, you see.

There were a lot of people [working] at that tine.
Caliente was hot. And he had to boil the potatoes, and
then chop them up, and then cook them and it was too hot
in the daytine. At that tine, there were no iceboxes. At
nighttinme, he'd put things up on the roof to keep them from

spoi | i ng. Then in the nmorning he'd go to use it for
breakfast. He said, "Man! People die that way." | think
he worked for them till the railroad finished going way

down to Las Vegas. Then he cane back to Pioche.

This was when they were building through Rai nbow Canyon,
pr obabl y.

Dd he travel with the work gangs and cook al ong the way?
O did he stay in Caliente?

He had a little place in Caliente.

Maybe the railroad had a little place there. You see, that
was the nost inportant stop between Los Angeles and Salt
Lake.

He stayed there a long tinme O there were a |ot of people.
Then the railroad finished and he cane back to Pioche. And
not very long after that, they started the Prince. Some
gentl enen cane from Salt Lake, and sone of themtal ked with
Tom Tom asked the man who was going to open mning in
Prince, "You need a cook?"

He said, "Ch yes, we need a cook. Not right now, nmaybe in
10 nonths or so."

So he went back to Pioche, and then he cane here to cook at
the Prince.

What did he do in Pioche in the neantine?

In the neantinme, he did all kinds of jobs.

Sort of handyman, doi ng anything that cane al ong?

Yes. He'd do what people needed. He could do everything.
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But there were lots of Chinese there then . :

Yes, at that tinme they had | ots of Chinese there.

About how | arge was the Chinese comunity in Pioche?

Quite a few, at that tine. They still had a Chi nat own.
Were there 100, 200, 3007

Vell, at one tine they had 300, but when he cane he didn't
tell me exactly how many there were. He said half the
Chi nat omn was t here.

And where was the Chinese comunity | ocated?

Down bel ow t he theater

That's where their laundry was, and all that.

What's the nane of that street?

| don't know the streets. I know only the courthouse
street. That's the one that goes straight by Thonpson's
and down to the new court house.

| think it's now called Main Street.

There was a Chinese tenple there, wasn't there [ a joss
house?

Yes.
Approxi mately where was it |ocated? Do you know?
If I was in the towmn, | could tell you, because they told

me which section it was in. Wen the last old Chinese nman
died in Pioche, they shipped himback to China.

The | ast Chi nese nman?

Yes. Yee Wng. He lived in the [joss house].

Were there any Chinese wonen in the community at that tine?
No.

Men were not allowed to bring their famlies.

At that tinme, all the Chinese left their famlies in China.
And Yee Wng was the last Chinese man to live in this
conmmuni ty?

Yes.

And his body was shi pped back to Chi na?

The father was shipped back; the son is buried in Pioche.
The son was the | ast one.

Oh, | see. In the Pioche cenetery.

You see, the old man took care of the idol, and then he
di ed, and the youngest son took care of it till he died.

And he was buried in the cenetery. And that's when they
tore down Chi natown, | guess.

Yes.

They sold the things out of the tenple.

Who was the son?

Yee W ng.

| ought to look in the cenetery. You'll have to take ne
over to find which cenetery it's in, Gue Gm

Along time ago | visited a section that was pointed out to
me as the old Chinese section of the cenetery here in
Pioche. The people mght be tenporarily buried there until
their bones could be sent back to China. There's a section
up there, and | photographed it a long tine ago.
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"1l have to go. Is it the old cenetery?

| don't know.

It's the public one.

There's a Catholic cenetery, and Mrnon, and arny, and a

ot of different ceneteries.

There is a section up there that was the Chi nese section.

The joss house, the Chinese tenple, was here. Wiat kind of

atenmple was that? Ws it Confucian, or Buddhist?

Buddhi st .

Do you know when the joss house was taken down?

| don't know when they did take it down. They said that

Yee Wng passed away and then Charlie Thonpson took it

down. And later, | heard they sold off everything down

t here.

W talked about Charlie Thonpson in our prelimnary

conversation, and Ms. Frizell said that he was sort of

"M. Pioche.”" He was a very inportant person here in town.
And you say that after Yee Wng died, he bought up the

joss house and sold off the idols and everything that was
in the joss house?

Yes.

Have you any idea what year that was?

| don't know, but | was here. Because Yee Wng was sick

so | went over there to see how he was and say hello to
him After he passed away, | think there were still 2 or 3
Chi nese people in Pioche. Betty, did you know Tom Lin®
Maybe you never saw him He was fromE'y and he worked for
me. But after Wng passed away, they went in and | ooked at

the idol. They had a lot of things in the basenent too.

They still had a | ot of Chinese noney down in the basenent.
They took them out and one of Jing Sing, that was stolen,

was over 300 years old. Sonebody bought it for nme, and I
kept it. Sone people got into ny house, and took ny nice

t hi ngs away.

They took all of her artifacts, all her nice old Chinese

things. But that was given to you by this |ast Chinese, by
M. Yee Wng?

Yes.

Now this M. TomLimfromE 'y O he cane down here?

Yes.

He worked at the Prince.

He cane from Ely during the Depression. The laundry and
restaurant were closed down; all the mning was cl osed down
in Ely. So he noved to Pioche O the Nunber One was open.

And at that tine Wng had a restaurant and hired TomLimto
cook for himin that restaurant. After Yee Wng died, he
didn't need himso he canme over to the Prince.

Then he was here after Mnkey Wench and Tom Yung, during

the Depression. | don't think | did nmeet him
No. He canme in during the Depression and worked for ne.
Later, | didn't have a job for him but | asked [sonebody
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el se] and they got a job for him He was working in the
Nunber One. Every day he wal ked over there to work.

Who was Monkey Wench?

He was one of the Chinese who worked for Tom Wah in the
cookhouse.

Al right. But Yee Wng was the last Chinese nman to live
in Pioche? And all of those things that were sold out [of
the joss house] and the things that had been given to you
were stolen by sonebody . . .

But this was nuch later. It was not over about 10 or 15
years ago that your things were stolen, wasn't it?

No, it was nore than that. M house was robbed 3 tines.
How sad. | know this seens |ike going around Robin's barn,
but I did want to establish sonmething about your husband
and his position here in Pioche. So he was cooking for the
m ne, then, and he worked here fromthe beginning .

Vell, I've been witing a history of the Prince, and | know
that the railroad was done in about 1910 or 1912. (The
mne had its own railroad.) So from things that had

happened before that, he canme to work here in about 1909,
and he was here then. He would have been here naybe about
1907 or 1908.

The mne didn't open until the First Wrld War. Now |
don't know what year he took ne to China.

You went about 1932 . :

He passed away in '33. | cane here in 1916

She cane to Pioche, yes. She was married in 1916.

And in '33 he passed away. First there was the Depression,
t hen Roosevelt.

Roosevelt was elected in '32.

And | was about 29 when | went to China.

Yes, when this m ne was cl osed.

Is that why the trip was nade back to Chi na?

VWll, they'd had a big fire here.

Do you renenber what year the big fire was that burned the
house?

Vell, if you went back to China . . . | used to conme up
here summers in the years after | lived here. And the big
boar di nghouse that Tomran up here, with many young Chi nese
working for him was burned down one summer when the mne
was cl osed down. In the fall, ny brother was doing assay
next door, and the mne was not running. But suddenly
there was this fire. He ran up there, and there were just
2 or 3 people in canp, and the thing just went.

How did it .. ?

It was soaked with cooking fat and grease off the chi mey
and all, and that nmust have caught fire in there.

And it was hot.

And it was hot in the summer, and as | understood it, Tom
had his noney there. He didn't have it in a bank. |Is that
right? He had nost of his noney there. Now maybe this is
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a story that's not true, but this is what | always heard [
he had to go back to China because he'd been investing sone
nmoney in China. So when this happened, and everything was
gone, he went back to see what he could recoup there. And

that would have been about 1927, | think, because it was
about the second sumer after | started com ng back.
GN  Yes, 1927. | came back in 1929.

EP. You were in China 2 years, then.

GN Not quite 2 years. W left for 2 years, and then ny son
came over. And that year Tom was in the Prince, because
M. Godby hel ped nme to cone back to the United States. M.
Codby wote a letter that told how long Tom was in the
Prince. He said he was in the Prince for 15 or 20 years.

BF: So subtract 15 or 20 years from 1929 and he cane in the
early days. Anyway, GQue @Gm tell Ms. Patrick about where
t he boardi nghouse was, and how it was noved, and how Tom
was injured, and all that. He was working here, and they
had built the big boardi nghouse. You see, when they ran
this mne in the old days wth 3 shifts, there were about
125 men working here. There were many nore buil dings than
there are now Sone of them lived in cabins and
bunkhouses, but his boardi nghouse, where they ate, was over
the railroad tracks in an area where there are now 2
enormous glory holes. (They mned up close to the surface
of the earth, and then these things caved in.) And M.
Codby, who was running this mne (according to his story to
me [0 and you stop ne if I'm wong), spoke to Tom one day
and said, "Tom | think you better nove the boardi nghouse,
because this may cave in." Now you tell the story about
how he noved.

GN OK, but I want to finish telling about ny husband. He cane
to the United States at a hard tinme and he worked hard to
get rich. He cane to the Prince and still worked hard,
real hard. Wien he first came over, he did not have the
boar di nghouse; he cooked for sone other man. That man was
the owner's brother. And it was a little place; it wasn't
devel oped. So he cooked for himuntil the First Wrld War.

Then they began to mne black ore. It was real black!

Peopl e went down in the mne to work, and they just | ooked
like big knobs, all black. And then they nade a
restaurant. But when he first cane in, he worked in the

mne. [The man in Yuma] stole his noney, and he had to get
nore noney if he was going to open again. Then he nade the
restaurant bigger. Then in the First Wrld War, they
needed lots of [ore]. And they were naking noney and they
got the ore fromway down deep. And the boardi nghouse was
up top, but down below, they were mned out. The boss from
the main Salt Lake office, Mrley Godby, cane out. He
said, "Tom down below, the ore is enpty. Maybe sone day
lots of people will be in here to eat, and it will be heavy
and sink down, and all the people will be killed. Tom
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nove the boardinghouse.” So in a little while they noved
to the hill.

They noved the buil di ng?

Yes, they noved the buil di ng.

How did they nove it, Que G n?

Vell, Tomhad all his tables, all the big nmachines to grind
the neat, and the neat . . . he put everything in a wagon

But they noved the house by putting tinbers under it, and
then using horses to pull it. They'd get the nmen to pul
them 1 or 2 feet, and then they'd take the other |og and
put it over there. It was hard to nove. But he noved the
tables, and neat grinders, and neat and a lot of things on
that wagon. And the ground was not |evel. The whol e wagon
was ful
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CHAPTER FOUR

So Tom was noving this wagon up a hill, loaded with the

meat bl ock and the neat grinder and the tables and chairs 0O

and what happened?

The horse pulled the wagon, and the wagon got way | ow down.
Tom stood on the back of the wagon to hold it. But that

t hi ng knocked hi m down.

D d the wagon go over hin?

Yes. It was a good thing it didn't land on his belly, but

the things all piled up on his legs. The whole thing was

pai nful, and he couldn't walk mles from up here to down

there. So he thought he broke sone bones. At that tinme he

had no telephone; they had a tel egram Tom right away

telegrammed to his friend in San Francisco who had a

Chi nese drugstore. Tom wanted an "outside doctor," you

see. He needed an outside doctor to put the bone back

t oget her . The man who got the telegram went to tel ephone

ny daddy. M/ daddy said, "Well, | don't know. | know the

drug store of Ong Ting Shew. He's an herb doctor but he

m ght know sone bone doctor.” And he found one, Chan Ting

How, and he cane over to Pioche.

He canme on the train?

Yes. He brought all the things to fix a broken bone.

Had Tom br oken sone bones?

No, but he thought he broke a bone. The doctor |ooked Tom

over and said, "Good thing your bone is not broken, but you

mashed up your nuscle.” It was very painful, and he gave

Tom sone herbs [0 the kind of herb you have to fry; it's al

powder . He stayed for 4 days, and then Tom was getting

better so he went back [to San Franci sco].

Wasn't he the one who told Tom "Wy don't you have a w fe,

or sonebody to take care of you?"

Yes.

And wasn't he the one who went back to San Francisco and

tal ked to your father, or talked to sonebody . .

Yes, he talked to Chg Ting Shew, and Ong Ting Shew t al ked

to ny father.

Oh, he was the one in between.

Yes, he was the one who told the doctor to cone. The

doctor was Chan Ting How. The doctor is the one who said .
. . you see, at that tine, Tonlhad to be on his feet all

the time. So the doctor said, "You ve got a business here

and you're just alone. Wy don' t you marry?"

And Tomsaid, "Ch, | don't know .

The doctor had 2 wives. He said, "I have 2 wves. | have

one in Portland, one in Qakland." In Portland he had a

wife and a hone, and in QCakland he had a wife and a hone.

[ Laughs] He was telling Tom how great it was. He had 2

wi ves and here, "Poor Tom you don't even have one."

Yes. "You don't have any!" He said, "Wy don't you

Que G mWah 19



EP:

BF:

EP:

EP:
BF:
EP:

marry?"

He said, "Ch, I'mold; | don't want to be married."

He said, "You got a business in here. | bet you [could get
married] right away."

Tom was still [undecided] till he went to see the fair [in

San Francisco]. Then he saw ne wal k t hrough

Dr. Chan had put the idea in his head.

Yes, he gave himthe idea. Then he asked ny daddy, and ny
daddy was thinking that Tom was kind of old, but he [ny
daddy] had married a young girl, and his father had narried
a young girl also. Wen his nother passed away, his father
[married again]. So that's how | got marri ed.

So he thought it was good to have a young wife. "It worked
for Gandpa and it worked for ne . .

But Dr. Chan gave himthe idea to narry

Vell, maybe it was a good thing that wagon ran over Tom
That's a good story. Tell me, why did Tom send to San
Franci sco for a doctor? Ws there no doctor here who woul d
take care of hin? O did he not want an Ameri can doctor?

| don't know. He knew the Chinese doctors were very good
for you when you broke a bone or sonet hing.

When he asked your father for your hand, how long did it
take your father to make up his m nd?

Not very | ong.

D d your father talk to you about it first? D d he ask you
what you thought about it?

Vel |, he talked. But at that tine, [if a girl] wasn't
married, we felt ashamed [ the girls wouldn't listen to
what they said.

Dd you want to get married?

No, | didn't want to. | obeyed ny father, so | had to do
what he sai d.

Particularly, she didn't want to marry an ol der man.

Dd you know a young nman that you mght have been
interested in at that tine?

No, | was not interested in anybody.
She was so young hersel f
She was 16, yes. I was just trying to see if there were

alternatives, or whether it was just Toms age, and yours
too. Wien were you married?

VWll, then he found sonmething to engage ne wth. He sent
me a bow of . He wanted to take ne to the Prince
at that tine, but ny nother was carrying a baby, and she
didn'"t want nme to marry before the baby was born. So we
had to wait for a few nonths O I think from Cctober till
January 1916.

When you were in China you were a Christian, right?

Yes. But ny nother was not a Christian.

Her father was.

Yes, ny father was a Christian for a long tine.

How di d your father becone a Christian?

Que G mWah 20



aw

EP:

EP:
EP:
EP:

EP:

EP:

BF:
EP:
EP:
BF:
EP:
EP:
EP:
EP:

EP:

EP:

EP:

| don't know. My father never told me how he cane to go to

Los Angel es. He went to school in Los Angeles [when he]

hel ped a lady. He was a Christian for a long tine.

Ch, | didn't know whether he was Christian because of

m ssionaries who cane to China, or whether he was

christianized in the United States. So he probably becane

a Christian in the United States.

Yes, in Los Angeles. And they had a Chinese man who was a

Christi an. He was a bishop in the United States, | think

in Los Angeles. He went back to China, and he was a

m ssionary there. And ny father knew him in the United

St ates.

Were your brothers and sisters Christian?

Yes.

And your not her?

M/ stepnother; but ny real nother was not a Christian.

D d you sonetinmes, when you were a child, go to the tenple

with your nother?

Yes.

D d that cause sone confusion in your m nd?

At that time | didn't knowif I was a Christian or not. |

wasn't thinking about that.

Vel |, your father was often in the United States, and your

nmot her was taking care of you.

Yes, yes. But when ny father went back and saw ny not her

doing it, he didn't care.

Wul d her religion have been Buddhi sm or Confuci ani sn?

Conf uci ani sm

What kind of a Christian were you?

In the water, they dunked you! [Laughter]

Bapti st then.

Vel |, now she's Episcopalian.

How ol d were you when you were baptized?

| was 4 or 5 years ol d.

Ch, in China. Wre you baptized in a strean®

In a canal

Were you married in San Franci sco?

Yes.

What ki nd of a cerenony?

Chi nese.

I n your nother's hone?

Fromny nother's home. Tom stayed in a hotel, and he took

me to the hotel. Then O BOOM They set off firecrackers.
It scared ne to death

Tell me what the cerenony was |ike.

Wll, Tomwas there, in the inside. He was standing there

| ooki ng, and when he saw ne he went into a room | had a

couple of ladies wth nme, and they handed ne the fan. Then

Tom sat down. There were lots of nen sitting around in the

roomwatching. | had to use the fan 3 tines.

You nmean you fanned yourself 3 tines?
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Yes, to bowto Tom And a lady had a tray, with 3 little
cups, all filled with [rice brandy]. So | bowed 3 tines
and handed the little whiskey cups to Tom and Tom drank
t hem

Dd you have a particular kind of dress on [ a Chinese
dress?

Ch, yes.

She cane here with the nost beautiful Chinese clothes you
ever saw in your life, wonderful Chinese brocades. They
were all burned up, of course.

| had a long skirt.

Was Tomin Chinese costune, too?

Yes. You see, in the Chinese cerenony, at your nother's
house they have to conb your hair with a different kind of
conb. And [afterwards] they throw popcorn. Here they use
rice, but they take the rice and pop it up, and then they
throwit in your hair.

So Tomis sitting in the room and they have given you this
|lovely fan, and then you walk over to him and fan him 3

times, and then give him 3 cups of [rice brandy]. And he
drank that down, and then what happened?
That's all.

D d you have a party?
Was there nusic, or anything like that?

Vell, no, no nusic O just firecrackers. [Laughter]

Was your nother at the cerenony? Wre there wonen at the
cer enony?

No, they all stayed hone; they didn't go to the nen's
pl ace.

You left your nother and the wonen, and you went over to
the nmen's side, where you got narried.

Yes. The nother |lets the daughter go out. As soon as you
wal k out, they close the door. Then we got in an
aut onobi |l e, and went to where Tom was.

Wre you al one?

W had 2 |adies who went with us to Toms side. There were
| ots of wonen there.

Was this Toms hotel, where he was stayi ng?

Yes.

And who were the other wonen?

Vell, Toms friends.

Wiy could they be there, but your nother and your famly
couldn't?

They were raised that way.

That's the rule. She's leaving her famly . . .

You see, when | nmarry, | belong with Tom | don't bel ong
with ny nother any nore. So they have to stay in their own
house; [the bride] goes to the nman's house, but they have 2
| adies go with you.

Were they relatives, or just friends of yours?

No, they do that kind of work all the tine.
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Oh, so they're hired.

Yes, they're hired.

And they took you, then, to Tomis place, and that's where
the firecrackers went off and frightened you.

Yes.

Dd you stay there, or did you get on the train pretty
qui ckl y?

W stayed about 3 days. On the third day, | had to go back
to ny nother's house. Then on the fourth day we left.

So you saw your famly before you left.

Yes O on the third day you go back to your nother's house
to see her.

Wen | first knew GQue Gm she invited ny nother and ne to
go up to the old boardi nghouse. Their quarters were down
sone steps and then through a hallway in the back, where
they had beautiful roonms, a sitting room and a bedroom
And she had these trunks that she'd brought. This woul d
have been 1922, but she had cone here in 1916. She opened
the trunks and showed us beautiful Chinese clothes that
she'd brought here when she was narri ed. She didn't have
Anerican clothes when she cane to Prince; she just had
Chi nese cl ot hes. It was later, when she went to school
that she got Anerican cl othes. And then nuch l|ater, when
t he boar di nghouse burned down, she |lost all those things.
Dd Tom own the boardi nghouse, or did the mne own the
boar di nghouse?

It belonged to the m ning conpany.

How bi g was t he boar di nghouse?

They served about 125 nen, but that was all the different
shifts, you see. There was a big, big roomwhere all these
men sat at nmany, nmany, nmany tables. They al ways took their
showers over there at the mne, so they didn't cone in with
the bl ack stuff on them

So they were clean and fresh.

They were clean when they cane in. But it was still the
roomfor the men. And it had big sw nging doors that went
into the kitchen. On one side of the kitchen there was a
smaller dining room for people like the engineers. \%%
father took us up there for breakfast the first norning I
came to canp, and it was called the Bl ue Room

You had a dining roomand then you had a ness hall.

Yes. And there were one or two big tables, and it was set
up pretty much like a regul ar boardi nghouse. You had a can
of mlk . . . and oh, the Dbreakfasts! St eaks, and
pancakes, and bacon, and ham and coffee, and mlk, and
everything under the sun. Really, everything. Because for
the nmen, they had to put everything on the table. They
didn't know what people would want to eat, so they just
took their pick

But that norning we went up there (it was in March of
1922), we were sitting down, and Tom cane in, and ny father
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introduced ny nother and the famly. And then he went out
and he called Gue @min, and we net her.

And you worked for Tom

No, she didn't work there. She was his wife, and she was
going to school . He had young Chinese working for him
She did not work in the boardi nghouse. They had their own
quarters back behind, and |I think you cooked Chinese food
for Tom didn't you?

No, he cooked for ne.

| renmenber when you took us back, we went down sone steps,
and there was a little stove that didn't have anything to
do with the big kitchen, with the big range and all of
that. And they had a cellar and all that. He'd buy a half
a beef, or a whole beef, [and store it] in the cellar. And
they made their own bread. They had big kegs of lard
sitting all around on the floor. That was used for all the
frying and baki ng and nmaki ng doughnuts. Bread was baked in
great big pans.

You' re showi ng ne an expanse of about 3 feet.

How many of those big pans of bread did he put in the oven
at once?

Five on this side, 5 on the other side 0O 10.

Anyway, this was all the food for the nmen. But you'd be in
the kitchen, and there were the young Chinese working
there, and this was where we knew one called Left-Handed
Monkey W ench. That wasn't his Chinese nane, but the nen
around here called himthat. And Yung Tom or Tom Yung O |
forget which

Tom Yung.

Those were the only 2 | renmenber. But they'd be sitting in
there, if it was not a nealtinme for the nen, and they'd be
eating rice and Chinese food with chopsticks. | used to go
up there to get bread, or whatever ny nother wanted ne to
go get, and I'd think, wouldn't it be wonderful to eat sone
of that Chinese food. It |ooked so good. But at that tine
they weren't serving any. Qe Gmis the only one who
serves Chinese food now. Because always this was cooking
for Arericans, with steak dinners and so forth.

The young Chi nese, though, prepared Chinese . . .

They preferred their kind, you know. And they had their
sauces and all the things that they eat. | renenber their
going back to their quarters, where you d go down these
steps, and past the little place where they had a little
stove, which | understood was where they'd cook their own
food. And then you went down into these other quarters. |
remenber one thing that was very interesting. You had a

kind of a snmall bed where | guess Tom took his naps
sonetines in the afternoon.
Yes.

And he had this little pillow nade of wood. Have you ever
seen one of those little pillows?
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|'ve read about them

It's polished wood, and it's curved down for your head.
It's just the right shape and size, polished bl ack ebony or
sonething like that. D d you sleep on a wooden pillow, Qe
an?

Yes. Now they're all gone. But sone people in San
Franci sco still use them They like them they fit your

neck, you know.

Was the furniture in your home Chi nese or Anerican?
M/ house was al ways Ameri can.

But you wore Chi nese dress.

Yes, till | went to school. Then | wore Anerican cl othes.
Tom wanted you to go to school. Dd you want to go to
school ?

Yes, | liked it.

You were a young wonman of 16. Was it difficult for you to
start over in an American school w th younger children?

Vell, at first | thought about that, but after | went to
school, the teacher was so good to ne. | didn't read the
stories, so | didn't understand their neanings. | had to
ook in the dictionary. So the teacher nmde all the

children act the stories to let ne understand them Li ke,
they read the "Three Bears," how they ate the porridge.
The first one was too hot, the second was too cold, and the
third was the right bow. And she ate it and then |ay down
in the bed. The teacher nade the children act it out, and
that kind of let ne understand. So | was happy. One
reason | went to school is that when | came to Prince, |
never went outside. | didn't wunderstand English, so |
stayed in .
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CHAPTER FI VE

Yesterday, Ms. Wah, we were talking about your school
experience. You cane here to the Prince as a young Chi nese
girl who did not speak English. So you went to the Prince
school to learn English, and it seened to be a pleasant
experience. Can you renenber who the school teacher was?
The first teacher was nanmed Ms. Wod. She was nice.

D d she help you a lot?

Yes. There was just one teacher for the first to the
eighth grade and | was in the first grade. But the
teacher, Ms. Wod, was special. When the children would

go out for recess, she cane to ne and got the book, and

she'd say, "Wat that nean?, Wat that nmean?," and point to

the word for ne.

You couldn't read English, either, could you?

No, | couldn't read at all. | had to read what she told

me, and learn howto wite A, B, C and that kind of thing.
And | had to wite nunbers for the counting. She said |

did very well.

Wen | went to Prince School, | was still scared. Wien I

canme to the Prince, | stayed hone all the tine because in

San Francisco you never hear the lightning, but in the
Prince you can see the lightning; all the tine it scared

ne! So | said to Tom "Take nme to San Francisco to the

doctor." I went back and it was 9 nonths before | cane

back to Prince.

How | ong were you here the first time before you went back

to San Franci sco?

Ch, 3 or 4 years. Wen | was in San Francisco | hired a

college lady to cone and teach nme English. | learned lots
from her. Before | canme back in the Prince, ny doctor
woul d say, "Hello, Ms. Wah."

|'d say, "Hello Doctor." (I could say "doctor.")

"How are you?"

"Very wel | ."

So he'd say, "Ch, your English is very good!"™ And then he
wote a letter when | cane back to the Prince. He sent the
letter straight to Salt Lake, to Mrley Godby.

He was running the Prince then.

The doctor told him "You tell M. Tomto have Ms. Wah go
to the school [so it won't be] too | onesone for her.

You see she hadn't gone to school before, in the first 3
years.

| stayed in the honme all the tine. So M. Codby cane to
talk to Tom because they were afraid Tomwouldn't let nme go
school .

Ch, Tomdidn't want you to go to school ?

No, they thought maybe | would be ashanmed with the little
kids and I wouldn't like it. So he told Tom "Tom |et
Ms. Wah go to the school . "
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Tom t hought, [since M. Codby] is the biggest man [around],
if I go to school nobody w Il [|augh. He was afraid of
peopl e | aughi ng. You see, in Anerica if people would go
with the little kids, that nmade peopl e | augh.

So then Mrley Godby went to the kids' teacher and said,
“"I'd like Ms. Wah to conme down here school ,"” and asked if
it was all right with her. And she was happy about it. So
M. Codby brought the teacher to ny house to see ne.

Tom told nme, "They want you go to school." And that
teacher cane . . .

M. Godby came down here, then, to see Tom about this.

Vel |, he was back and forth. He lived up there.

So the way M. Codby told it, nobody would | augh at ne, you
see. The teacher cane and said, "WII| you cone tonorrow?"

| said, "Yes." But then the next day | was scared and |
still wouldn't go.

The teacher canme to see ne, but | wouldn't go. She cane
back again just to take me. She said, "Are you scared, you
won't go?"

Tom told ne, "You should go. Yesterday you should have
gone [J you go today." So the teacher brought nme and we
went in together. | saw a bunch of kids and I sat down and
| was so quiet! So stilll So ashaned of nyself!

[ Chuckl es]

You were very shy.

Yes, very shy. And | |ooked at the teacher telling all the
kids to get out their slates. And then she cane to sit at
nmy desk, and she gave nme sonme book wth pictures. Fi rst

she gave ne a pencil and said, "That's a pencil, that's a
book. "
Sol followed. | said, "Pencil."

And she said, "Book."

| said, "Book." And that way | | earned.

Wen you told ne that you stayed at hone all the tine, |
took that to nmean that you didn't mx with people and that
you tal ked with Tom

No, she didn't even go outside, and it nade her sick after
3 years. Tom took her to the doctor in San Francisco,
because she was not well from just being indoors 0O no
exerci se, no sunshine, she was afraid of the thunder and

lightning . . . | didn't know you'd had sone tutoring in
San Francisco, with a college girl. That got her started,
so she could say, "I'm well, thank you,” and all those
t hi ngs.

It made a difference, didn't it?

Yes. Then | liked it, so every year | kept going. Sone
teachers were good . . .

Sone teachers are good, sone not, you know? | went down to
Caliente last night, GQue G m because they were giving a
novi e about one-room school houses. | didn't ask you 0O |

should have 0 but we were late in getting honme, and |
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didn't speak up

But this one-room school house experience was different for
ne. You know, everybody has a different experience. The
thing that | think that helped Gue Gm and hel ped ne,
comng from a city school, was not just the individual

attention. W had good and bad teachers. W had sone
m serabl e teachers here. It was the freedom from this
great big red tape kind of thing. I went back into that

when | went back to school in Pasadena. A small school O
don't think it has to be as snmall as ours or as snmall as a
one-room school house . . . I'"'msorry this school's gone.

Que Gm was very nuch a part of it. She had this |ong
black hair, which I think she did up in a bun. When
Thanksgi ving canme, the second year | was here I was here
the end of the third grade and she was in fourth, and then
she'd be in fifth grade O the teacher was a Ms. Frazier
Renenber M's. Frazier?

Yes.

Was that Maude Frazier?

It could have been. Well, this was an awful long tine ago,
in the '20s.

Maude Frazier was the [area] school superintendent in the
'30s and ' 40s.

| think her nane was Maude! It's the funniest thing when
you said that; it just sounded right. But she was a wonman
in her 40s then, and woul d she have becone a superi nt endent
of schools the following year? She cane, | think, from
Cal i forni a.

Anyway, she had us put on a Thanksgi vi ng pageant about the
pilgrinms landing and so forth. And Gue G m played the part
of Pocahontas. She recited the poem of "H awatha," and she
wore her hair in big, thick, dark, black braids, and I
remenber ny nother dyed sonme material with coffee grounds,
to make them the col or of buckskin. She had a dress with a

fringe and all. W all had a part to play. "1l never
forget Gue G@mreciting "Hawatha.” It was really |ovely.
And that was about when?

About 1924,

Can you still renmenber the poen?

Yes, | renenber.

Can you recite it now?

[ Laughs] That year we grew punpkins that big.

Ch, where'd they cone fron?

My gar den. Tom gave them [to the school]. They put them
up on the shelves, and down below they had sone corn
stal ks, |ike Thanksgi ving Day | ong ago.

Ch, it was a nice program

Sonebody cane out and said sonmething in Indian. "Ee w ee.
OM!" He said ‘ow’. | forget what the Indians called
the ow .
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Ws Tomin it too?

No, no.
No, they wouldn't go to see it.
| don't think he ever cane down to see it. | think sone of

the mners [from the boardinghouse] cane, didn't they?

Whoever wanted to conme to these school pageants and

Christmas plays and things woul d cone.

How many children were in the school about that time, do

you remenber ?

Wen | first cane, the school had dw ndled. You could get

a teacher wwth 5 students and you could maintain it with 3.
When | cane with ny brother in April, near the end of the

school year here (it usually goes till June in Pasadena)

the teacher said she would continue an extra nonth because

we'd mssed a little school. So she continued it on into

June that year. But they were very glad to see the 2 of

us, because the school was down to just 2 students O they'd

just | ost one.

And what year was that?

That woul d have been '23, | think. So | had 2 nonths of

third grade, and then | went into fourth. Que G m would

have been in fifth. She'd started in the first grade.

Vll, | started in the first, then the next year | went to

t he second. But then one teacher gave ne nunbers and |

cane to multiply so quickly that the teacher let ne go

right up in the fourth grade.

You ski pped what grade?

| didn't skip a whole year. | started in the second grade,

then in a fewnonths | went up to the third.

Right, because you were an adult and you could learn

faster, and you were notivated to |learn; you wanted to.

Yes.

It was only the | anguage that was hol ding her back, so she

didn't need the sanme . . .

Vell, | had a couple of teachers who were not very good.

Do you renenber any of the other teachers frombefore |I was

t here?

One, Jensen/ Johnson. | went to school every day, but she

woul dn't teach nme for 3 weeks at a tine.

She was married to one of the mners here, but she had

teacher's credentials. They lived in a little house right

over here. And since she was here, and knew . . . it was

difficult getting teachers 0O they never had the sane

teacher tw ce. You didn't have the sane teacher 2 years,

did you? Ms. Wod didn't stay 2 years, did she?

No, she didn't stay.

It was difficult here for a teacher. They gave them a

house, and they were paid $125 a nonth, and that was a good

sal ary then. They had no tel ephone to pay, and none of

t hem had cars. But they were pretty isolated out here at

the m ne. Now there were |adies and people here 0O ny
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not her al ways was very good friends with the electrician's
wife, and the foreman's wife, and so forth O but it wasn't
like being in a tow, or being able to get to town. It was
hard for the teachers to go shopping. | think one of them
used to go over to town with us. M nother would go over
about once a nonth to buy sone yardage or sonething. But
it was difficult to get teachers.

There was a wonderful woman who was the superintendent of
school s. My nother just |oved her. She'd cone up here
fromLas Vegas, driving on these very, very rough roads.
That was Maude Frazier.

Vell, then the other teacher |I'm thinking about wasn't
Frazier. Wo was the teacher, GQue Gm wth an "F," who
did the pageant? Maybe it was sonething else that began
with "F." But Mude Frazier [0 would she have been in the
'20s and '30s? She was an adventuresone person. She had
her own car, and she'd change her tires and change her
spark plugs. That's why the nanme's so famliar. Well, ny
nmother was really entranced with her. She checked all
these little rural school houses. She'd take back a list of
needed supplies, and they'd cone in then.

You know, this schoolhouse had a set of the nost
magni ficent maps. They were all relief nmaps, big ones, in
wooden oak frames. Do you renenber those maps?

Yes.

They had a little lean-to room next to the school house
where [they kept] the wooden franme that these things would
slip into. There was the world, the state of Nevada [
Nevada and California probably together [ and different
states, and then all of the United States, and then South
Anrerica. The teacher would bring one out, and it would be
on the wall when it was being studied in geography, and
then she'd flick another one out. | often wondered
what ever happened to those school supplies. They were
really quite high-class things.

You wouldn't expect to find themin a one-room school on a
mne site.

And Nevada, at the tinme . . . Las Vegas was a little bitty
conmuni ty. Pioche was nuch bigger. Li ncoln County
included dark County [until 1909] and there were so few
people in the state. | renmenber when | |eft here and went
back to Pasadena, there were 73,000 people in Pasadena, and
there were 73,000 people in the state of Nevada. And
Pasadena was a fairly small town. Wiere they got the noney
to [furnish the schools] | don't know, but they were very
good in Nevada. They provided anything anybody needed,
really. You had good supplies. You could get anything you
wanted. And they provided a teacher for 5 students. 1've
often wondered whatever happened to the wonderful old
supplies. D d they burn themup, did they throw them awnay?
Dd you tell ne that the school burned?
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No, the school did not burn. Qe G mand Tomnoved into it
when their place burned. Wen they started this Caselton
busi ness, there was an engi neer by the nane of L. G Thonas
who was running it. Hs wife was very interested, and she
had children, and she didn't like the idea of a one-room
school house. She did not think there was enough advant age
to having a little bitty school. So she got on the schoo

board, and noved to disband the school on this side of the
mountain to nmake it necessary for children to go to Pioche,

where there were nore children. She thought it was
inmportant for her children to be where there were a |ot
nore kids, so they disbanded the school here. Actual |y,

you held school at your pl ace.

Yes.

Ri ght where she has a boardi nghouse up there, there's a
room where those children went after . . . Wll, first this
Ms. Thonmas decided to get rid of the Prince school, and
conbine it with that. But there were still not enough
children, so they'd bus themaround the hill. | think that
was a shane, but | guess that's progress. But |1've often

wonder ed what ever happened to the fine old oak desks and
the old fine things that they don't use anynore.

| know that in Las Vegas, any of the equipnent that is
consi dered obsolete is auctioned off, every year 0 old
books and that sort of thing. At that tinme they were not
auctioned, but they probably were canni balized and taken to
anot her school system And of course the general feeling
in the past has been that something new is better.

Vell, it was for a long tine, unfortunately. | think
today, if that were happening, sonebody would see the
i nportance of keeping those things.

At this time, the Prince was not open.

| know that's true, GQue Gm but the point is there was a
school district that was authorized here. Whet her it was
open or not, there was a school district.

Ms. Jim Coffey had a daughter, and Ms. Thomas had a boy,
both in the first grade. So they couldn't get a teacher
Ms. Jim Coffey had to take her daughter to Pioche, and
Ms. Thomas had to take her son to Pioche.

But later, when you had enough children, they did have the
school here for a nunber of years. Because ny niece Janet
went here.

Yes. Then later, | think Pioche wanted . . . you see,
before, there was one school, with eight grades, the first
to the eighth grade. Then they put the first, second and
third grades in the kitchen building. They didn't have it
here; they noved all the books away at that tine.

Do you know how many students there were the first day you
went to school ?

Quite a lot. During the war the famlies filled up the
houses in here. | forget how many kids were here, [but the
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desks] were all full. I think they had 18.

Ch, that many of them

Yes.

That's quite a lot for a one-room school .

Yes, quite a lot.

Wen | cane here, as | said, it had gotten down to Gue G m
and Qe Kay, her halflksister, who was here from San
Francisco at the tinme. (She was not here the next year.)

| don't know who else was in the school right then,
finishing off that year.

Vel l, you see, at the tine you cane in, the Prince began to
go down and the famlies noved away. There were no
children, just the nmen, and then ny sister. M sister had
to go to school, so they kept the school open one nore
nmonth. They didn't count nme because | was an adult. They
just counted Gue Kay. Not very long after, a boy cane in,
| think from Mexico, so that nade 2. Then they held it one
nmonth nore, till you cane in.

That's right; they held the school until we got here,
because we were on our way. Then the follow ng year there
was a mning famly here with Jessie and Wllie Gey. And
then Angelina Cerise. (I don't know whether she was that
year or the follow ng year.)

The next year, | think.

Angelina's nother was Ms. Messeloyd, and Messel oyd owned
what's now the Overland Hotel [in Pioche]. It was an old
hot el . | don't know whether that's been rebuilt or not.

He was an Italian bootlegger and his wife had these 2
little girls who'd been born in Italy, Angelina and
Sandrina. Sandrina had been born with some problens [0 she
had no bones in her ankles, so she was a cripple. And
she'd cone to school [ ny brother Jack would carry her in.
She didn't weigh anything. Angelina is dead now, | Kkept
in touch with her through Lina Dalnovar. But that was the
next year, and Jessie was still here. So we had Jessie and
Angelina and Sandrina when she could cone, and ny brother
Jack and nyself and Gue Gm That nade 6, that one year.
Yes.
The mne was in decline by that tine?
Vell, the mne was in decline when we cane. They had sunk
the vertical shaft, and had run into big horrible problens
in the water down in there. They put in punps that were
not adequate to handle it and everything, and ny father had
cone up here and taken a |ease on another mne adjacent,
the Virginia Lee Mne. During that year, while he was
operating that mne, M. Godby and his outfit turned it
over to ny father and his partner. That was in 1924. The
m ne then was running, but for sone reason they had nore
single mmners; they didn't have nmany famlies. The
el ectrical engineer was here and he had a little boy, but
he wasn't ol d enough to cone to school.
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CHAPTER SI X

Ms. Wah, did you stay at school all day?

Yes OOfrom9:00 till 4:00, | think. Then we went hone.
That's a long day. D d you bring |unch?

No. At lunchtine everybody went honme to eat | unch.

Dd you graduate from the Prince school? Dd you go
t hrough the ei ghth grade?

Alnost! [l was there] till Tomhad to go [to China], so |
had to go with him

And by the tinme she got back there was no school here.

So you just |acked about a week of finishing, because you
had to go back to China with Tom

Yes, not quite a nonth.

But you had | earned everyt hi ng.

| learned a |ot.

There was much talk then in the way of geography and
history. This nust have been true all over Amnerica 0 there
was a big enphasis on the great Anerican dream patriotism
and citizenship were being taught, | guess everywhere. I
remenber it particularly here.

What was the occasion for Tomto go back to China?

The boar di nghouse burned down.

W tal ked about this before we began taping, | believe O
that when the house burned, there was sone of Tomi s noney
t hat was burned.

Yes. It made hi m broke.

And did he, in addition to having noney here, have noney or
possessions in China?

Vell, in China, like in Hong Kong, he had a |ot of stock
He had sone streetcar stock and sonme stock in a big
drugstore. You see, Tomworked hard his whole life, and he
had a lot of friends. Sone friends in San Francisco went
back to Hong Kong and opened sone kind of store or sone
kind of bank or sonething. They asked Tom to put sone
nmoney in. And the stock certificates all burned. He asked
peopl e for help, but nobody knew how to help him So Tom
had to go back to sone people [in Chinal] to get the
certificates back. He had to go back to the general
office, you could say. He had to go to the bank. And |
think for the streetcar stock he had to talk to a lawer in
Hong Kong. And his friends had to stand up for him as
witnesses. And his father had a ot of rice fields. So he

wanted to take ne back so that | would know about these
busi ness t hi ngs.
Oh, was Toms father still |iving?

No, he passed away a long tinme [before], but he had
sonebody taking care of [the rice fields].

Was that in Hong Kong or in sone other place in China?

The [and was not in Hong Kong, but nost of the business was
in Hong Kong.
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Can you renenber the nane of the area where Tom cane fronf

| didn't go there very often. He took nme through; it was
the Hoiping Dstrict.

Were you inpressed with the rice fields that Tom had?

Yes.

Do you still have possession of that |and?

No, the Communi sts took themall.

Dd you visit your famly, your aunts and cousins, in your
t own?

Yes, | went to visit. At that tine ny nother went back to
Hong Kong, too. She stayed in Chek Kom | went to see her
and all ny half-sisters.

Were there any changes in your honme town since you had been
t here?

Ch, | think it changed very little. When | went back |
went to school right away.

Ch, you did, when you went back to China?

Yes, and Tomwent to do his business. | went to the school
in Sing Chiang. | went there to learn to be a Chinese
t eacher.

W would call that in English going to a normal school [0 a
t eacher training school

Yes, teacher training.

D d you think perhaps of staying in China?

No, we had to come back

So you went to school to occupy your tine.

Yes.

And then by 1929 Tom had straightened up his business as
much as he could, and you were comng back to the United
St ates.

Yes.

Was there any difficulty doing that?

W had one problem

What was the probl en?

Vell, Tom had a certificate that he should go back in one
year. But he couldn't finish his business, so he had to
stay over one nore year. He went to the American consul in
Hong Kong and changed [the certificate] to go to one nore
year. And the Hong Kong consul was kind of funny. He |et
ny husband change but he don't let nme change! So we wote
to ny daddy [0 he was still in San Franci sco. M daddy went
to see a lawer and the |lawer right away sent [a letter]
to Hong Kong or Canton. It said sonething like | was
married in San Francisco, why can't | come back with ny
husband? So finally the Hong Kong consul let nme. He said,
"When you go back, you mght [be treated] just |ike new
people first comng to the United States.” The second tine
| came, they questioned ne for 3 hours, and they questioned
ny husband.

And Tom had been born in Marysville, California.

Yes. VWll, outside Marysville. It was the kind of farm
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where they raised chickens and pigs and sold them to the
Chi nese stores.

So you had to go all through that questioning again. Wat
ki nd of questions did they ask you?

| forget. [Laughs]

Wre you as frightened as you were . . .

Sone questions, you never think about. [ Laught er] They
qguestioned ne first, and then ny husband. They questioned
why we didn't cone right back, why we had to stay.

Que @m [you' ve had trouble trying to bring your son and
grandchildren into this country]. And the whole story goes
back to that trip to Hong Kong.

| don't want to tal k about that because nobody can hel p ne.
Wiy are you afraid of talking about it? 1t mght help you.
Nobody can hel p ne.

It seens that way. It's been so difficult for Chinese to
conme into this country. For years | was so angered by Qe
Gms situation. Two or 3 years ago | went with her to San
Franci sco, where she had an appointnment with an inmgration
lawer (who is not Chinese, he's Anerican, but he deals
strictly in Chinatown). After talking to him | understand
why the problem has been so deep in her case. Her son's in
Hong Kong.

This is an adopted son, right?

And trying to get out of Hong Kong, so he can cone to
Anerica, is the nost difficult thing in the world. He
could be in any country in the world and it woul d be easier
t han Hong Kong. It's a British colony, and Chinese enter
in a British colony, and there are just a very few people
who are allowed out to cone to this country every year.
It's a huge city. The chances of your being one of those
allowed to conme are very slim The only way her
granddaughter was able to cone was through the help of very
good friends, a mning engineer by the nanme of Sam
Law ence, who had to becone very tough and force the issue.
As a lot of people know, the way that sone Chinese are
able to do it is by passing noney under the table, in an
illegal way.

And Hong Kong is an international port, so mnany people
woul d use that as an entree to the United States.

That's right. Qe G mis a good citizen; she doesn't bribe
peopl e. You have people comng in all the time who bribe
the right people. That's a pretty shocking thing, but it's

true. You get your famly in if you pass noney to the
right people. |In any case she thinks, | believe, that the
nmore publicity about it, the less it would help. But |

have felt for a long tinme, strictly on the case of her son
and trying to get sonme nore of her famly here, that the
way to do it is to have the story of GQue G m Wah as a
background to that.

Her contri bution.
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Her contribution to Nevada, and the fact that she has
struggled through these years. She's got her Anmerican
citizenship. She's paid her taxes. And yet it alnost
| ooks li ke she's been discrimnated agai nst.

| agree with you.

It was very hard to get the granddaughter Wi Ling here.

So your granddaughter was able to cone here.

Yes, to conme to school. Arthur brought her here.

She canme to school only. At first they weren't going to
| et her do that, because GQue G m had been sending her to a
Catholic school in Hong Kong so she could learn sone
English before comng. She went in to see the inmagration
people and they speak with a British accent; she couldn't
quite understand. So they said, "Well, your English isn't
good enough to go to Anerica.” And that's perfectly
ridicul ous. The superintendent of the school here said

"W'd wel come a Chinese student. W don't care whether she
speaks anything."

But that man said, "Your English isn't good enough. Wit,

maybe soneday you can go to college in Arerica.” So she
was put off. And then, when it was all cleared, he still

held up and wouldn't do it. Sam went to bat wi th someone
in Washington and they got the thing cleared. Wen Gue G m
and Wi Ling and | walked into the office of a lawer in
San Francisco, he |ooked at Wi Ling and he said, "I know
beyond a shadow of a doubt that when you got into this
country it was because sonebody pulled sonme strings. You
can't do it through ordinary |egal channels."

Now GQue Gm wants to have another granddaughter, or
preferably a grandson, who could really help her. She
needs sonebody to drive a car and help get groceries, be a
bus boy, and help her to fix the roof. And yet it seens
it's absolutely inpossible.

And vyou have appealed to your senat or and your
representative?

A Dbill was presented in the United States Senate in
Washi ngton, a personal bill for Gue G mWh. Now that's no
mean trick, to get a personal bill before the Senate of the

United States, on her behalf. And this was Senator Bible
from Nevada. And it was passed to bring her famly here [
her son and his wife and famly. And it was defeated in

the House. The bill passed the Senate and was defeated in
t he House.

The House Judiciary Commttee is nade of a lot of people,
and they all have to pass [such a bill]. | was told by ny

brother, who's an attorney, that at the tine the House
Judiciary Commttee [was headed by] a Denocrat who
invariably voted against things like this, because it neant
that he could get nore of the types of things he wanted
t hr ough. The only way to get sonething through was to
appeal to every nenber of that commttee, and if every
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menber took it upon thenselves to say, "Yes, this is a
worthy cause,” then it could be presented to him and he
mght let it through. Well, it was defeated in the House
when it went out, and Gue G mwasn't even notified.

Wll, that's too bad.

Then CGene Waite, who used to be ny son-in-law, and is a
| awyer, went to Hong Kong, and he wote to the senator who

had this bill passed. Back canme a letter, and | have a
copy of it, saying, "You know, | presented this bill once,
and it was defeated, and we're not very eager to present
bills that get defeated." Then Jack, ny brother, who is

authorized to practice before the Suprene Court, said we
should try to get the nane of every nenber on that
commttee and wite thema personal letter, appeal to them
stressing the unfairness of what had been done.
That is so strange, because | know that numerous personal
bills have been introduced and have been passed. There's
an interesting one going on right now During World War
1, Anerican soldiers in China befriended a young Chinese
boy, and he lived around the canp, he |earned English, and
the Gs always promsed they'd take himto Anerica. Wll,
of course, when the war was over they couldn't take him
but they'd prom sed himthat they woul d.
Was any effort nmade to do it?
Yes, but renenber when the Chinese Communists took over
they weren't about to export any of their young nmen. But a
couple of the s kept up a correspondence. This man, when
he grew up, always dreanmed of comng to the United States.
So he wote to one of these Gs and asked himif he could

sponsor him And this little town, | believe it's in
Arkansas, is trying to get him They're going to ask for a
personal bill. And one of the nmen who is a successful

farmer is renovating a house, and that sort of thing.
Is he in Hong Kong, by any chance?
No, it's mainland China. And they're trying to bring the
whole famly here. So it mght be worthwhile [ooking into
agai n.
Wll, it's different now that China is opened up again.
@Que G m has a nephew in what she calls the "Big Land,"
China, who wasn't able to wite her all those years. Now
he's very anxious to cone here. It mght be nmuch easier to
get someone, but not from Hong Kong. The whole point is
the Hong Kong thing is very, very difficult, because it's
Hong Kong, and because so nmany people are trying to get out
of there, and there is a quota put on the nunber O it was
sonething |ike 300 people. Wen you have pressure, and
nmoney passed under the table, and all the various things
that other people are doing, she just didn't have a chance.
She did get this one girl here for school. It mght be
she coul d get anot her one.
There's a grandson who's old enough now to be a real help.
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Gene, ny son-in-law, when he was working on it, found that
if sonebody cane here who could do a job in this country
t hat sonebody el se can't do, then that gives thema certain
[ advant age] . The older grandson had gone to a cook's
school. Gue @ m had furnished the tuition for him and he
st udi ed cooki ng.

EP. So you' ve sent noney back hone, then.

GN Yes, all the tine.

BF: And the law was that they had to advertise all over the
state of Nevada, and |I think in San Francisco too, to see
if there was a Chinese cook who could cook Cantonese
cooki ng who could cone here. You had to interview whoever
m ght cone, and if nobody else could do it . . . Wll, that
would be sonething the grandson could do. He was
interviewed, and the problem was that although he'd been
cooking in a restaurant and he had studi ed Chinese cooking
and could answer all the questions, the very day that he
was called in he had gotten a job in a filling station. He
knew that one of the requirenents that she put down was
that the person be able to drive, to help her when she was

cooking and needed sonebody to go for groceries. He
t hought he'd better know sonething about a car, so he quit
his job in the restaurant and went to work in the filling

station. Wen they asked hi mwhat he was doing, they said,
"Are you a cook?"

He said, "Yes, |'ve studied cooking."
"Are you working in a restaurant now?"
He said, "No, I"'mworking in a filling. . . " They didn't
even give him a chance to say why he was working in this
filling station. That's the quick way [0 they just quiz you
and you're out and it's the next one in, and that was the
end of that.

GN At first | asked Senator Bible to help ne, but when it went
to the Congress, nothing happened. Who was the senator
bef ore hi n?

EP. Oh, the nane escapes ne. D d he try to help you?

GN No, he didn't try. |If he tried, ny son would be here.

BF: He nmade no effort.

GN He sent ne back. | tried to call himto help ne and he
said | wasn't a fanous |lady. He sent the letter back.

BF: She was not inportant enough.
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CHAPTER SEVEN

W were talking about the difficulty that you ve had
getting your son and your grandchildren into the United
States, and you haven't been successful, except that your
granddaughter was able to have cone to attend coll ege.
However, we haven't established how you cane to adopt your
son. Wiat is his nane?

Tom Kong Sing [Chung's spelling; k is unaspirated; sounds
to me like Tom Gong Sing]. Wen ny husband and | went to
China, and | went to Sing Chiang, | needed to carry water
into the house. They didn't have well water [ you just had
to carry water.

D d you rent a house?

Yes. The house belonged to a friend of mne from San
Franci sco. My friend lived in Hong Kong, and that house
was enpty. Wien | went back to Hong Kong, she told nme to
go live in her house [in Sing Chiang].

Isn't Sing Chiang near Hong Kong across the water
sonepl ace?

Yes. | went to the house, and first | needed water to wash
and to clean, so Tomwent to talk to one of his friends.
(The friend lived in Hong Kong; he had a store there.) W
husband asked if he knew soneone who could get water for
me. M friend s brother said, "Wll, |I know one." So Tom
went to call on that man to [ask hin] to haul the water for
ne.

Dd they carry the water in a barrel, or sonething like
t hat ?

Yes, 2 pails.

They hang themon a board across their shoul ders.

That man said he couldn't cone, that he was sick, and he
said that his wfe was sick too. So his nother cane and
she carried a little boy [strapped on her back].

She cane to ny house and said, "You need water?"

| said, "Yes." So she put the little boy down in a chair.
The grandma said, "I go to carry the water. You sit in
here, be good boy. Don't cry." The little boy couldn't

open his eyes. He sat and cried, "Nn nn nn."
He was whi npering, rather.

[ Then he opened his eyes and] |ooked at ne: " Eeeeee. "
[Imtates crying] | |ooked at himand he | ooked very sick
So the grandnother went to get water. She got one pan to
carry the water, and she went to fill it 2 or 3 tines
Finally Tom cane honme. | told him "Tom you |ook at that
boy. It looks Iike he's a very sick boy!" So Tom | ooked
at him O he took his hand and touched his pul se. And he
was | ooking at his finger, | think on the left side. You

see, they can see a line [in the finger of a] sick person.
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If it cones clear up to here, it wll pass to the next
side, and if it does, the person will die.
So Tom | ooked at his finger.
Yes.
And he saw this vein on his index finger . . .
He saw that the vein was blue, and from that he could see
t hat he was sick
Yes, he could tell [things by the] kind of color, and that
line was way up in there!
The longer that it extended in the finger, the sicker the
boy was; Tomcould tell this?
Yes.
And he could tell that the child was going to die.
Yes. He felt the pulse too. And he had a strong fever
So he said, "Ch, that boy shouldn't cone out here! That
boy has a strong fever. He's going to die in one week."

| told Tom "You can help him you can do a Ilittle
sonet hing," because Tom was a Chi nese doctor. Wen he was
young, he | earned nedicine in China.
He said, "well, I'"lIl try. But I don't . . .
The grandnot her cane back and | said, "That boy is so sick.

He shoul d be hone."
She said, "Wll, the father and nother are both sick now,
and the other children are all too small, so | have to
bring hi mwhen | cone here to get the water for you."
My husband said to her, "If you don't take care of that
boy, that boy won't |ast one week. You've got to take care
of him"
She said, "On! W are poor, with a big famly, and the
father just sells things in the street, so there is no
noney. "
He said, "Wll, | can nake the script so you could go to
the drugstore to buy a few things and sonething for the boy
to eat. You don't m nd?"
Oh, she was happy! She said, "Ch! W are happy. And you
are the kindest one!"

| said, "Tom when you go to buy it, give it to her and
take it honme to show her howto boil it."
So Tomwent to the drugstore to buy an herb, and gave it to
her, and showed her, "He's really snmall, he can't eat a
lot. You take one bow of water, boil it in a little cup
and give it to him to drink. Have him drink it, and
tomorrow you bring himback to ne and let nme see him He
has a strong fever. Wen he drinks that herb, it will make
the fever go dowmn." She took him home and he drank it.
Tomfelt himand the fever didn't rise; it just came down a
little. And he |looked and that thing was com ng down, not
goi ng up
The vein on his finger
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So he got sone nore nedicine, and he paid the noney for it
because they were poor [ there was no noney to pay for it.

She told nme they had a big famly O 1 don't know how many
boys and girls there were in the famly. So she took the

herb and took it honme to boil, and he drank that, and Tom
told her, "Next day you cone back." So she cane back, and
Tom | ooked at the boy. The fever began goi ng down. Tom
told ne, "I think the fever is comng down. Maybe if he

eats nore, it wll clear up. So Tomtold the grandnother,
"Don't give himcool things to eat."

Not to give himanything cool to eat?

Not hi ng spoiled [ nothing uncooked. You see, they were
poor, and they woul d eat anyt hi ng!

Thi ngs woul d spoil easily.

How old was this child at the tine?

Alittle over 2 years old. They call it 3 years, and for
Anericans that would be 2 years. The third day the
grandnot her cane back and she wanted to give the child to
ne.

What did you think about that?

Ch, at first | thought no! [Laughs, alnost crying] He was
a very sick boy.

He wasn't very pretty, either.

She said, "The nother wants you to take the child. W want
to give the child to you."

| said, "Ch, no, no."

And he was probably a very sickly looking little boy.

Yes, very sick

And she said he was very dirty, wth not very clean
cl ot hes.

Ch, he was dirty! Hs belly was that big! And ski nny
little legs and little, tiny hands. (! | 1 ooked and |
said, "Ch, no no." [Laughter] But then Tom cane back
He touched, he hit, he pulled, he was |ooking here, and he
was nmuch better. He said, "The fever has conme down."

And he | ooked at the vein; you're pointing to your finger
Now.

Yes. The first day he cane, | gave hima cookie. He said,
"Eeeeeeee." [softly] | gave him sone fruit, but he,
"Eeeeeee. " [softly] He didn't want anything. But on the
third day he looked a little better. So she wanted to give
himto ne and | didn't want him But she left the baby and
t hen was gone!

Ch, the grandnother left the child.

Yes, because the father and nother wanted to give himto
nme. It didn't nmatter whether | wanted him [|aughing] or
not. | didn't want him because he nade ne feel bad. Tom
cane and touched his pulse and |ooked at the baby and he
said, "Maybe if he eats a little nore nedicine, he mght
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get well. You mght adopt him"

| said, "That sick of a boy?" [Laughter] He wanted ne to
take him | said, "No." [Laughs]

Tom had nore enthusiasmthan you did, didn't he?

Yes. [Laughs]

GQue @ mhad | ost a baby, too.

Ch, had you.

Yes.

She had a mscarriage and it was pai nful

Tom said, "You mght try for a few days and see how you
like it." So the baby was there and that night he turned
over in his sleep and cried and yell ed. | think he felt
pain. He cried for the next few days.

Poor child. Here you were, strange peopl e.

Yes. Then Tom went to see the father and nother. He said
they had a lot of children. He got a sack of rice and sone
dried fish and gave themto them He said, "You don't want
your son back?"

They said, "No, |ook at how many sons | have here. Wuld I
m ss one?"

Ch, isn't that sad.

And this famly canme to a different district. In that
district they were fighting and the people all ran away.
They were refugees fromthe war.

They said to Tom "I want to give himto you for you to
rai se. You can raise that boy as your son."

Tom said, "I mght take him and raise him and he m ght
live and he m ght not. If | raise him and he's a nice-
| ooki ng nice boy, you'll want hi mback."

The father said, "Ch, no, no. He's going to live, he's
going to be good, and he's going to grow up. He's a snart
boy. If you want him you can raise him and he'll have a
good hone. | want him to get well. If I raise him |

think he's going to die, because | don't have the noney to
take care of him" So he wote up [a contract] in the way
a Chinese would. It said, "I give ny fifth son to M. Tom
Fook-Wah." You see, ny husband's full nanme was Tom Fook-
Wah. "First, | asked all ny relatives 0O ny daughter and
everyone. They don't want him so | give the boy to Tom
Fook-Wah to raise." | saw a few words [of that docunent]
and | renenber what they said. Finally Tom gave them sone
noney and sone food. They had said they would nove if they
got some noney. They were trying to nove back to their old
valley. And | don't know where they went; nobody knows.

So the famly noved away, and you never did know them
agai n?

Ri ght .

The whole problem was that there was a law, that if you
adopted a Chinese person in China you had to live there
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with that person [0 was it 18 nont hs?

Two years.

You had to be with the person for 2 years before you could
bring themto Anerica. This was to prevent people adopting
[ Chinese for |aborers], because you could adopt any age
person. Tom and Gue G m weren't able to stay that |ong
They had to cone back because of this probl em about getting
into this country again. So they had to leave the child
with . . . you left himwth your famly, didn't you?

Yes.

Her relatives in China raised himand educated him

W sent them noney to take care of himand then he went to

school . But | raised him [for a little while], and in 3
months he got well. First the fever cane down. Then his
belly . . . inside there was sonething so he couldn't
digest his food. It made the belly so big in that poor

little thing! [So he was always hungry.] So Tom thought
that he [laughs] had a | ot of worns inside.

Yes, parasites, right.

So he got sonething to clean out the worns. You ought to
see it Oyou' d be scared! A big ugly wormcane out, and it
was still noving! Oh!

Oh, dear!

| guess you gave him a bath, too, and got him sone clean
cl ot hes?

Yes. In those days |I didn't know how to sew but | told Tom
to go to buy some clothing for himto wear. He got him
sonme clothing but he was still sick. | washed him and he
cried, "Mama, do not wash!"

He probably had never had a bath before.

Ch, it was a lot of work to raise that boy! At first he
cried all the tine, [even at] mdnight! GCh, he was sick
And he had a fever. Then pretty soon he had bowel
novenent s. Ch, it was a lot of work to raise him
[ Laughter] In alittle while, he was entirely changed.

Oh, sure, and you cane to love himaquickly, didn't you?

Yes, and | gave him sone good food to eat. You see, in
that big famly they had no good food 0O they ate
everything! The nother sonetines went to help people wash
clothing, and the father went to carry water for the store,
and there was nobody to take care of the children.

You said the nother went to wash?

In China they didn't have washi ng machi nes. They had to go
to the canal to wash the clothing, and [she'd earn a]
coupl e of nickels or dines; they weren't paid nmuch

What did you think when Tom cane honme with this piece of
paper and said, "Wll, they gave ne the child."

| didn't know what to say. | didn"t want to argue wth
Tom and | didn't want to make it so |I wouldn't get any
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chi |l dren. | needed one [laughs] but | didn't need a sick

one. Tom said, "Well, we'll try to get him well." He
showed ne the paper, and said he wanted to give that boy to
e

| said, "What do you think? Wat are you going to do?"

EP: As you | ooked heavenward. [Laughs]

GN | looked at a few words of the paper. Maybe a nonth or two
later, | looked [at the whole docunent]. But | said,
"Well, we'll see in a few days if his fever cones down or
not . If it is going up again, and he's too sick, it
doesn't matter what he signed, we'll give himback to him™"
Tom said, "If you give himback to him he'll die. And he
doesn't have the noney to buy the things to bury that boy."
| said, "Wll, you give him back. You can give [the
father] a few dollars so he can bury him"

Tom didn't say anything. He just put that paper on the
door. But every day we gave him good food, and in about a
week .
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CHAPTER EI GHT

Vell, you left the child with your famly, and you had to
cone on to the United States. D d you anticipate bringing
hi m back here at a later tine?

| thought | could, but | tried, and | couldn't. He was a
very cute boy! I"ve got a picture of him standing by ny
si de.

She got the picture before she left.

Do you still have that picture?

Yes. He was very cute. [Wen we had to] conme back to the
United States, | told him and he thought and he said,

"Mama, you go, you buy the pip-pip, cone back for nme? Buy

the toot-toot, cone back to ne?" You see, his father took

himto see the boats comng in O "Pip-pip, toot-toot." So

he was tal king about that kind of boat. He wanted that

kind of boat. [Laughs]

Have you seen hin? Have you gone back to China since you

cane back in 19297

No. After we were back a few years, Tom passed away. So |

didn't have the noney to go till 1971, over 40 years |ater.

She went that |long tine.

Wien | went back, he grabbed ne, and he cri ed.

Oh, how sad.

He said, "Ch, Mama! Wy did you | eave ne so | ong?"

| said, "I couldn't help it. | wanted to go back w th your

father and straighten things up, and we'd cone back and |

woul d figure out how | could take you to the United States.
It's not ny fault."

You were able to educate him then. Wat does he do now?

He lives in Kowl oon and usually he does construction 0O

bui I di ng houses and that kind of work. And now he's the

sheriff.

He's the sheriff?

Yes. He watches sone kind of governnment place at night.

Ch, sort of a security guard.

Yes, that kind of job.

How many chil dren does he have?

He has 2 boys and 2 girls now

And you net your one granddaughter who came here to the
United States to go to school

Yes.

She'd already net them all, and then the el dest

gr anddaught er cane here.

Wiere did she go to school ?

Vel l, now she's in college in San Franci sco.

She going to graduate Cctober 7.

She was doing drafting in college. She went to high school

here in Lincoln County for 3 years, and then went to
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Westm nster College in Salt Lake. That summer she had net
a young Chinese. They were nmarried the day after Christnas
inour little church down in Pioche.

When was that ?

That woul d have been Christnas before last [ the day after
Christmas, 1979.

Vll, howinteresting. Ws he a Chinese- Aneri can boy?

Yes.

VWll, he cane from China, but he was a citizen. Que Gm
went to see San Francisco with ne. VW went to a famly
wedding of mne 0O ny niece's daughter O down on the
Peninsula. W had sone errands in Chinatown and she took
us to lunch, and I nmet Qe Kay, who'd been here in school
whom |'d known for just a few nonths. And they took us al
to lunch. Afterward we were wal king back to the hotel, and
@Que G m asked us if we'd stop in a little jewelry store [
she wanted us to neet some friends there.

And that was the day that Wi Ling net this person she's
now married to. He's a young Chinese who graduated from
Berkeley in conputer scien-ces, but he's helping his
famly, who have a jewelry store. He nmakes a lot of gold
jewelry. That fall, Wi Ling had graduated and she went up
to Salt Lake. She was rather frightened at the size of the
University of Uah; said it was confusing. So she attended
Westm nster College. She was tested along with all of the
foreign students comng in [ there were a whole bunch of
them O and she nade the highest grades of any of the
foreign students that cane in.

Aren't you proud of her?

Yes.

She didn't go there very long because Stan wanted to get
married, and they had this |ovely wedding here. Then she
didn't go back to school immediately, but then she signed

up to take school
How nice. Wat is her |ast name now?
Wei Ling Chow. | went to San Francisco with Betty, and ny

sister-in-law knows Stanley Chow s parents. So ny sister-
in-law introduced ne to Stanley. She said Stanley was a
good boy [0 he graduated and he doesn't snoke or ganble or
drink. So | let Wi Ling [meet hin]. The first tinme they
met they were both smling; they didn't say anything. W
went back to the hotel, and Stan was on the phone and he
wanted Wi Ling. He wanted her to go out for the evening.

He asked if she could go for a ride. She said, "Just wait

a mnute. I'll ask ny grandma."”

He said, "Your grandma?' Stanley want to take ne too.

| said, "Whoa, |I'mnot going."

She said, "If you won't go, | don't go." So she said to

him "No, not tonight, we're going to sleep."”
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So he said, "Wll, maybe tonorrow in the daytine. Your
grandnot her can go; we'll go together."

The next day there was a call, and we went to eat |unch.
Stan called his sister Jean. She cane on Saturday and he
drove. Wen we cane back, they went to eat again. The

next day, he asked Wi Ling to go again. She said,
"G andmama, will you go?"
| said, "Wll, do you want to go?"

She said, "Yes."

| said, "OK, we'll go."

They had a Fourth of July celebration, as | recall.

Yes, we went out to the Fourth of July celebration. The
next day in the evening when he got hone from work, he
phoned Wi Ling to go out.

He was smtten, wasn't he?

This was an arranged thing, though.

Isn't it interesting that it was sort of the sanme thing
t hat happened to you, in a way. A friend introduced . . .
Famlies decided that these 2 young people should get

t oget her.

Yes. Wen he phoned in the evening | said, "Wll, | don't
want to go." | tried to let them go together [ maybe
they'd get closer, you know [Laughter] | said, "No, I'm
going to sleep now, I'Il be in bed. You can go."

So she said, "My grandnother won't go. And | don't know
whet her to go or not."

Stanley said, "Wll, if your grandma won't go, you and |
can go. W'Ill take a ride to see the ocean.”

| said, "You go. You can go."

She said, "OK I'll go."

That was the beginning of the romance, then. Let's go back
0 we've gotten a little ahead of ourselves in the future
here. Let's go back to 1929, when you canme back to the
United States. D d you cone right back here to the Prince
M ne?

Yes, we cane back.

Was there a new boar di nghouse?

At that tine Tom still had one man hel ping there, called
Monkey Wench. He was a very close friend. Tom had known
hima long, long tine. He came to the United States and
his father had no noney to bring the son over. Tom hel ped
the father bring Mnkey Wench over, so he called Tom
"Uncle," but he was a close friend. Wen we went to Hong
Kong that tine, he took care of the place. After 2 years
we cane back to San Francisco. He right away phoned Tomto
cone back to the Prince. And Tom cane to the Prince, so
Monkey Wench went back to China.

Ch, he did!

Yes, he did.
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D d Monkey Wench stay in China, then?

Wl |, he canme back, but he never canme here again.
What was Monkey Wench's real nane?
Liu N n.

So you cane back, Mnkey Wench left, and there was anot her
boar di nghouse.

Vell, what they did, there was a store here, run by a store
over in town. They had built one right by the railroad
where they could unload supplies. They sold tobacco and
hard hats and carbide |anps and overalls and whatever was
needed to the mners. Because none of the mners had cars
to go to town, or anything of that sort. When the
boar di nghouse burned down, Tom and Gue G m stayed in the
school house, and then fixed up that store, and |I guess Tom
bought the store.

Wl |, Tom cane back to the Prince and I was still in San
Franci sco. | went to a sewing factory and sewed overalls
and that kind of thing. | was not back yet.

Ch, | didn't know that.

Yes, | sewed overalls.

You sewed then? Aren't you glad! She had |earned to sew
here on her little sew ng nmachi ne.

Yes, and then Tom cane back here before | did. There was
no house here. He was going to fix the house, and then |

woul d come back. But when Tom came back, Mnkey Wench
left. So Tom went to buy Hodges and Cook (this was before
the store).

Hodges and Cook was a store in Pioche, and Hodges and Cook
built the one here to serve the mne. And they sold it.
They weren't using it any longer, so they sold it to Tom
Wah.

They used it for quite a long tine, till the mning shut
down. So Tom went to them and talked to their son. You
see, the father had built it. He talked to the son, and
the son right away wanted to sell to Tom Tom said, "How
much?"

"Ch, if you want it, I'lIl sell it to you O $400." So Tom
bought it for $400.

So they converted that to a boardi nghouse.

You converted it then, and you continued serving the nen at
the mne. Wien did you cone back to Prince then?

Tom cane back in just a few nonths. You see, Prince was
not open, but the Caselton was going to start to open
Half a dozen people ate there every day. They stayed in
t he bunkhouse too.

They stayed in the bunkhouse here at Prince.

So Tom needed the house to cook in. So Monkey Wench went,
and Tom right away telegrammed to ne and told nme to cone
back right away. He said, "I need you, you have cone right
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back!"™ Wien | got the telegram| cane back

| had been renting an apartnent in San Francisco. The
apartment was just one bed, a little kitchen, and the
toilet [was down the hall] on the same floor. It was only
$7. Il liked it, and I went to work, sew ng. | worked 2
nmont hs.

Was that a Levi factory?

|'ve forgotten. | walked . . . on this side was Washi ngton
Street, and on this side was Cray Street. And down bel ow
Canada Street . . . it was on that side of Canada Street 2
bl ocks.

D d you say that you sewed overall s?

Yes, | sewed overalls.

Men's overal |l s?

Men's overalls and children's overalls. At that tinme the

children wore red. At first I went to learn, and they

didn't care how slow you did it. But |I sewed for one week,

and | began to go faster. And after about a nonth, one

lady cane to see who was making them wong and who was

maki ng them right. | sewed that long, and | never had a

pair of overalls cone back to ne. One day | wal ked by and

that lady was talking to a boy. She said, "Ch, that one

new | ady sews very well! Nobody can make them that well."
Because | nmade them even, you see.

So you were a success if you' d wanted to stay there.

Yes. But | had to say bye-bye, |I've got to go now.

So you came back to Prince, then O and did you hel p Ton?

Yes. | had to help Tomthat tine

Because Monkey Wench was gone.

He al ways had young Chi nese .

So | hel ped Tom

He didn't have many nen to feed, but the Nunber One Mne in
Pi oche, which was owned by Conbined Metals, was taking ore

out under the nmountain up there. They decided to drive a

shaft over here, and then the Caselton shaft would have the

main mne over on this side of the nountain.

And then they just ran it through that drift.

Vell, they did before, to take it out. Wen they sunk the

shaft here they were able to take it out on this side. And

they established a canp here. It was just the engineers

and a few workers when she first cane back, when the Prince

was cl osed down.

D d they cone down here fromthe Caselton?

Vll, there wasn't any Caselton. They were staying in the
bunkhouse here at Prince, and just using the facilities and

going up there to work. G adually they did work .

there were 3 old houses up there that they fixed up for t he

engi neers, and then they gradually built the canp up there.

So you began cooking for those nen.
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Yes. Tom cooked and | waited tables and washed di shes.

And it was the first tine you d ever done any of that,
wasn't it?

Yes, | never did it before.

So then you began | earning the restaurant business, really.
Yes.

Were there any great events in that period right after [you
returned fromChinal]? | know that Tomdied in 1933.

Yes, he did.

Was he sick very | ong?

He was sick quite a few nonths.

What did he die of?

They said he died of cancer, but | don't know what Kkind
He kind of swelled up in the legs. Wen he was sick there
was no busi ness.

No, there wasn't.

That was Depression tine. Every mning crew was down, so
nobody was in here. And he had just spent his noney buying
that store, so he didn't have nuch noney. People hel ped ne
so | could take him to San Francisco. He died in San
Franci sco.

Everybody hel ped her get the noney together to take themto
San Franci sco.

But | cane back al one.

Dd you bury Tomin San Franci sco?

No, he wanted to go back to China. He always said when he
died, he wanted to go back to China. So | shipped hi m back
to China. So that mnade ne broke. [ Laughs a bit
uncontrol lably] | didn't have any noney.

It took everything she had. You told ne once how it was
you happened to cone back here after he died. The m ne was
closed and her famly, her sister and everybody, was in San

Franci sco. How did it happen that you cane back to the
Prince?

Vell, he died, and right anay | [put his remains on] a
ship; ny father hel ped ne. So | cane back al one. Ch, |
felt sad. | cried all the tinme. And everything was here
in the Prince, in the house. W still had chickens down in
t he yard

Chi ckens and turkeys . . .

At that tinme, | think Bill Adans was here. They hel ped ne
feed the chi ckens.

Bill Adans was a mner who was living over at one of these
houses. He took care of her chickens and everyt hing.

So | had to cane back. And when | cane back, | didn't have

any noney. But | still had a few sacks of rice, so | could
eat . And then pretty soon sone people cane to do the
assessnent work. They stayed in ny place, so | got a

little [noney]. At that time JimCoffey and M. Thonmas, L
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G Thonmas, were still up there, and one famly was still
over there.

That's over at the Caselton.

When | came back, M. Thomas went to neet the train, and he
put me in his house. Because of the chickens, every day |
wal ked down to the Prince. Then | used the guesthouse down
at the Prince after they fixed it up for ne.

First we had the guesthouse here. That's when ny father
was still alive. And Gue G m took care of things here
Then they built one up above.

| took care of the guesthouse and then Ms. Adans cane and
t hey gave her ny job of taking care of the guesthouse.

Yes. That was after ny father died. M father had died
and ny older brother had taken over, and there were sone
changes, so she didn't have that job any | onger.

They still gave nme $5. They went to clean [the
guest house], but | still got the noney. [ Laughs] Then
they thought Ms. Adans could do it alone. [But | didn't
understand that. ] When they needed to fix the house, |
woul d cone down because they didn't stop nme. | didn't know
what they were thinking.

M. Thomas found [this other wonman cl eani ng the guest house]
and he said, "Ms. Wah takes care of this."

Then M. Adans cane to tell ne. Hs aunt cane over and |
was fixing the guesthouse. He said, "Ms. Adans cane to
tell me, Ms. Wah, that ny aunt takes care of the
guest house. You don't need to take care of it."

| said, "Well, M. Thonmas didn't stop ne."

They didn't tell you to quit doing it.

So he said, "David told ny aunt to go."

Vell, | said, "Ch, all right."

But sone people said, "That awful |ady!"

Ms. Thomas?

No, this aunt person. A very common, ordinary .

That famly sued the Conbi ned conpany 2 tines.

Who di d? The aunt?

Bill Adans' aunt.

Sued the conpany? [Laughs]

There was one house below there. He built that before
Conbi ned came. They punped the water and it went downhill,
and they kept that water for their potatoes. The Conbi ned
conpany didn't know that. So the Conbi ned conpany didn't
punp the water and their potatoes died. [Laughs] And they
sued t he Conbi ned conpany!

! Conbi ned Metals was punping water out of the m nes.
That's at Caselton up here. Conbi ned Metal s was punping
water to unwater the mne, and it was flowing off down
here. And these people, these bad people, planted a patch
of potatoes where the water was flow ng. Then when they
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quit punping, the potatoes died, so they go and sue the
conpany! [Laughter]

They cane and said, "W didn't know anyt hi ng. They used
the water and we never know." But people tel ephoned ne and
they tal ked about that awful |ady .

Bill Adans and his wife were some awful cormon peopl e here,
and they brought their aunt here.

And they fought to give the aunt the guesthouse [work].

[ Laughs] They tried to [take away] the people who cane
and ate at ny pl ace.

So he was trying to take your custoners.

Yes.

Not only to maintain the guesthouse, but to take your
cust omers.

They were going to cook down there. It was really ny
father's house. My son lives there now, but it was our
house. My father had established it as a guesthouse when
he was still alive, and then he died. And it remained a
guest house until they got another one. But this wonman cane
to town and decided she was going to get all of GQue Gns
busi ness so she tried to get all the nen to conme down here
[to eat].

Wl |, she wasn't successful, was she?

| didn't pay any attention.
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CHAPTER NI NE

You were telling us about your experiences cooking here
and you said that Ms. Adans was trying to take your
busi ness away. She was going to cook at the guesthouse,
and she had already taken your job of taking care of it.
What happened?

[ Laughs] Well .

Vell, she left.

What happened?

[ Laughs] Not hi ng. Ms. Adans wanted to help her aunt
And [laughs] one tine Ms. Snyder cane, and she had about
10 people all having a neeting. So [the Adans' aunt]
thought for a lot of people she'd buy a lot of food and
cook it all.

She thought she was going to get Ms. Snyder and her
guests.

And nobody cane. After the neeting, nobody cane down. She
got mad, and she gave up

She gave up then. [Laughs]

Yes. Then they made the guesthouse up at Casel ton.

They built a very nice . . .

She tried too many tines. M. Snyder was a very gentle
man. He didn't want to go to a party at sone house, but
Ms. Adans' aunt called M. Snyder, M. Thomas and M.
Kel sey to go to the house and eat [ she'd cook for them
But M. Kelsey and M. Snyder, when they'd go sone-
pl ace .

These engineers and people did not want to go and sit in
sonebody' s house to eat. They wanted to be at GQue Gnis
where they could have dinner and she'd be serving it and
t hey woul d have their privacy.

She tried to take M. Snyder away and have him not cone to
ny place. But | treated them good

It didn"t work, did it?

No, it didn't work.

You nmentioned M. Thomas and M. Snyder 0[O and who was the
ot her man?

M. Kel sey.
Snyder was the president of Conbined Mtals, and L. G
Thomas was his  superintendent, and Kelsey was a

met al | urgi st who had cone down here.
He was an engineer. He did nmachine things and engi neeri ng.
They were planning to build this big mllion-dollar plant
that they built here, so there were lots of these neetings.
Wien ny father was still alive and | was here, | took tine
off from school to chauffeur ny father, because he'd had a
couple of heart attacks. W had the president of the Union
Pacific up here to give himthis railroad that he wanted,
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and he had neetings with Snyder and different people. They
were usually at this guesthouse where they'd play poker at
night. They didn't want to be in sonebody's aunt's house.
They liked to go up to GQue @ns and eat at her place, and
then be free to have their business tal ks and neetings and
t hi ngs. And the office was here; they could use this
office. But they had to have a place to stay, so they used
our home here until M. Snyder got his own guesthouse built
up above.
So then you noved up to Caselton and cooked up there?
Vll, not vyet. At that time, they were fixing up the
Caselton. M. Snyder was thinking the war woul d cone soon,
so he'd have to build a mll. | had bought that house that
was the store for the restaurant. So we had to nake up the
kitchen, the stove, the tables, everything. One tinme we
used the little house we had bought for the restaurant.
Tom bought that house, but he had to fix it up for the
restaurant, and Tom don't have the noney; he was broke. So
he had to ask M. Snyder to [loan hin] the noney to fix
that up. So M. Snyder promsed to [help] him
To fix the store?
Yes, to fix the store.
It was his people who were eating there at that tine.
O course if Tom got the business, then he'd pay it back
So they built it. Prince was not open yet, but Caselton
was open. And at that time there were only 3 or 4 houses
up there [0 one for the offices and guesthouse (the sane

house), and they had a couple for famlies. A lot of
famlies, the famlies had to cone down to Prince to live
and the nmen had to drive cars out to work. | still had the
men; they were still wusing the bunkhouse. So | was stil
cooking in the Prince.

Wen the war tine canme, they built a mll and the Prince
and Casel ton opened. The governnment needed people to do
ot of work and the governnent paid high wages. In mning
the netals were still low priced. They couldn't pay the

hi gh wages here. So the people all went to work in

They all went to the war industries.

Yes. At first the governnent thought mning was not
defense work. But to me, the thing was defense work! You
can't nake the material [w thout m ning]!

It was not classified as defense work.

As essential m ning.

The nmen had all gone 0O Caselton Mne only had half a dozen
[ aughi ng] peopl e working. But | still had people
travel ing around who cane to eat, you see. And | still had
about a half a dozen people eating here [ people comng to
Prince, comng to the office, comng down and eating |unch
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So the mning was kind of down. They couldn't get the ore
out, so in Pennsylvania, way back east, the factories
didn't get the supplies to nmake the steel and the iron. No
supplies were getting in for their snelters. The big steel
factories told the governnent they had no supplies for
maki ng war things. So right away the governnent opened the
m ni ng. But the netal prices were all |ow The conpany
had to have governnment help to pay the wages. The
governnment got the noney to help them so they started to
hire people to work in the mne. But at that time there
were no people to hire O the young nmen went to the arny.
So they had to go to the arny canps and get nmen to cone out
to work in the m ne.

h, really?
During the war, you would be excused from doing mlitary
service if you could go into an essential industry. A

person who was experienced as a mner could be sent here
instead of to the arny. M brother David Gemm || used to
go to Salt Lake and interview these people to see just how
experienced they'd be, and bring them down here. And |
guess they did that up at Caselton, too.

In that tine, | got sonme help O 1 got one man to help ne
with the cooking here. H's name was Ong Wng. He used to
be in Ely, and then he cane down to work for ne. He was
registered [for the draft] in Sacranento, and they wanted
Wng to join the arny. So we tried to nmake him stay. L.
G Thomas and Charlie and Bob Dean wote and told the arny
of fice they needed himhere for the m ning.

You tried to get an exenption for him

Yes. The arny officer in the Pioche office sent a letter
to Sacranento and Sacranmento sent it back and said mning
was not defense. | said, "Ch, they're crazy. Wiy is
m ni ng not defense? Wat are they saying that for?"

[ Laughs] You were right!

The ore they use to nake steel and iron and all those
things take lead and zinc [ all those things came from

m ni ng.
What did the Caselton and the Prince m nes produce?
It's a conplex netal. O course it's used industrially

too, but there's silver here. The conplex netal in big ore
deposits here [0 there are very big areas of mning here [
are in this conplex netal: l|ead, zinc, silver, mnmanganese
and iron. There's a nmanganese-iron ore there that's quite
i nportant because of its particular conbination. W should
be mning it right now, we're inporting nost of our
nmanganese.

At first the Conbined conpany got |ead and zinc to nmake the
paint for the airplanes.

So they gave young nen exenptions and they canme here to
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work in the m nes. So then you increased the nunber of
peopl e here.

Yes. They'd go to the arny canps and get nen. David would
say, "W need 20," and he'd get 20 arny nen in the Prince.
Were they still in the arny?

Vell, no, they were exenpted. They had already been
i nducted, but they hadn't been sent away. So they cane
here, and GQue G m had sone interesting experiences. They
built a housing devel opnment for the added nunber of people
(nmost of it is gone now). It was kind of housing for
single men and it was up between Prince and Caselton, and
that's where they built another boardi nghouse for them
And she ran both of themduring the war.

The one here at the Prince . . .?

The one at Prince and the one up there. And she had sone
Chi nese working for her here, and sone up there, and she
went back and forth between them to oversee them She
used to tell nme sone interesting experiences. It seens
that sone of the people the arny excused to conme work in
the mnes were pretty rough people. Not all of them but
sone of themwere pretty rough

Casel ton got 200 now.

Two hundr ed!

So M. Dean (he was the superintendent at Caselton) cane
down to Prince and he said, "Ms. WAh, you have to hire a
cook. A lot of people are comng, and they've got to eat."
| asked, "M. Dean, where wll they stay? You got the
houses?"

They were all excited, but | was not. They got them a
place to eat and no place to stay! Then he thought about
it and he went to the restaurant in Pioche [to see if] they
could take care of the nen. You see, in the mne the nen
have certain shifts, and you have to fit them in. The
restaurant [owners] said, "No, we're a restaurant. W feed
whoever cones in first."

Then he asked the Muntain View Hotel and they had pl aces
for themto stay, but no places for themto eat.

Oh, that's interesting! They stayed at the Muntain Vi ew?
Vell, he went over to see them and they said they could
stay at the Muntain View, but there was no restaurant
They didn't do boarding. They had to haul them over here
[to eat]. [Laughter]

And David said, "You have to save the room for us." At
that tine the Conbined conpany |eased the bunkhouse. They
fixed it up, you see. He said, "You ve got to save room
for 20 people for wus.™ So right away they called the
governnment, for them to build that kind of housing, and
they built it fast.

They were just |ike chicken sheds [ they were built around
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these long buildings with flat roofs that caved in.

They built 40 apartnents for the nmen. Sone had a wife.

And they had children with thenf

Some had children; sone were getting married; sonme were not
married before [0 when they cane, they got married. Sone
apartnments had 3 roons, sone had 1 room sone had 2 roons.
Two people would have 1 room people with children would
have 2 or 3 roons.

Most of that housi ng has been haul ed away.

What happened to it?

They sold it.

It was very hastily put together, and the roofs were flat
so they didn't hold. A short while after the war, they
sold them and they were sliced up and hauled away to
sonebody who could take them and use them sonewhere el se

for somet hi ng.

One lady cane from Texas. The houses were still good at

that tinme. Li ncoln County used them and they sold [this
one unit to that |ady] cheap. They sold one apartnent unit

for $700 for a 4-famly unit.

For 4 famlies it was just $700.

Yes. [ Note: Chung says that by 1943 the National Housing

Authority had build some 40 dwelling houses with 4 units
per house, 4 roons per unit, and also 70 dormtories, 2 of

whi ch housed 140 single nen.]

The lady from Texas cut it up and put sonme boards on it,
and she sold it for $3000. | bought one, too. She only
paid not quite $700, $700 for 4, but | got 2 and | had to
pay $3000. You see how she nade noney.

Que @ m bought a little piece that's really just a 2-room
apartnent, and she has it up by her house. She's kept it

t hrough the years, and can rent it out. And you had to pay

$3000 for yours?

Yes, $3000. But that lady cut them up and put little
[wal | s] in. The big one was $3000. The second one was

just one bedroom and a kitchen and sitting room together,
and it was $1000. She hauled themto Uah on a big truck

and sone peopl e bought them

What's left up here is quite a bit, but . . .

Oh, there is still some of the housing left?

Sone of it's left. |It's on Caselton property, and Prince.

The second tine they built, they built different [housing].

Ch, this that's here now?

Yes. After they built the first apartnents, they built the

second apartnents a different way. They built sone down at
Panaca and they built 3 houses here for sanples and let the
peopl e cone to see them Later the Conbi ned Conpany built

t hose wood houses.

The one that's there now, below your place O did Conbi ned
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Metals built that big thing that's there now?

No, the governnment built it and the Conbi ned Conpany bought

It.

So these apartnents were really governnent projects and

they were ultimately sold. About when did they go in

t here?

Let's see O'43 or '44. [There was a question about] how I

was going to nove up

They had to draw nanes to see who woul d be the cook?

Yes, who would be the cook. [ was the cook for the

Prince, but this was for the Conbi ned Conpany. ]

Wio wanted to be the cook, besides you?

| think 2 or 3 [people]. They put in ny nane, but another

man got it. He cooked for 6 nonths. But all the tine,

when he got a paycheck, he'd go to Pioche and get drunk

That's the story of nobst m ning cooks.

He'd go drink and not cone back to cook. Till sonetine

people would go to ny place, so ny place [Iaughing]
: they'd have to hurry up.

She' d have to cook for all those comng down to Prince from

Conbi ned Metal s.

Wll, that's interesting. Wy in the world did they ever

consi der anybody else? Wy couldn't they nmake up their

m nds that you mere a good cook and you had served themin

t he past and .

At that tinme the conpany did not run it. The gover nnent

still ran it. So that's why they had to draw nanes. That

man had one leg that was short; he was kind of |ane. But

he drank, and the governnent closed it down. They sent 2

men from Sacranento to cone down and talk to ne. They

wanted me to go up [and work at Caselton]. "W want you to

go up and take care of that."

| said, "Well, | don't know" At that time | didn't care

[ Laughter]. | went back to cooking, and they sat down and

t hey tal ked. Pretty soon they called M. Thomas to sit

down; he was the m ning superintendent.

He said, "GQue Gm wll you go up there and cook at the

boar di nghouse?"

And | said, "Were's that cook? Were did he go?"

"He's drunk. He won't cone back to cook. They want you to

go up and take care of themup there."

"But | have this in here.”

"Ch, I'll help you."
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CHAPTER TEN

Now, you said they were going to hire you to run the
Casel ton boardi nghouse, and then the law said that you had
to pay for the facilities.

Yes, one dollar a nonth.

You see, she wasn't under salary. She'd be running it
hersel f as her own business. And she buys her things and
then sells the food and she's not being paid by the conpany

to do it. Legally, she nust rent the building, so the
government . . .

But the people needed a place to eat, and they cane down.
So |l said, "CK 1'Il see if | can get a cook. Then I'll go
up. "

Then they tal ked about renting and fixing things. "On the

outside, the government will do the fixing. But inside, if
you want to fix things, it's for you do. And you have to
shovel snow. "

| said, "How far do | have to shovel snow?"

He said, "Wll, you have to shovel a mle."

| thought, "Well, you're going to shovel the mle."

[ Laughs]

From one boar di nghouse to anot her.

So M. Thomas said, "Don't worry, we'll send people to
shovel ."

So | paid a dollar and the governnent included everything.
They included water, oil, light and pots and pans. Then |

sent away to get people to work, but no people cane.

You were | ooking for a cook.

Yes, but the war ended and nobody wanted to cone in here.
And | sent for people to cone in here. They' d | ook but

they wouldn't work [0 they'd go back. But they still asked
me to pay the fare back. | said, "No, | paid the fare for
you to cone. You' ve got to cook." At last they had to

cook 2 nonths for me. So they worked, and they'd go back.

Were these all Chinese?

Yes.

D d you advertise in San Franci sco?

No. At this time, in San Francisco, restaurants had lots
of business! Al the restaurants were signing up all the
peopl e. [ They didn't dare] nake the waiter or the cook
mad, because there was too much work. R ght away they'd
take all the aprons and run off. At that time it was very
hard to hire people.

Vell, you finally got a man, then?

She had several young Chinese.

Yes, finally I got 2 cousins to cone in here to work for
one nonth. Wen they were there a waitress ran down from
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Caselton to Prince Ol was down at Prince then. She said
the cook and the waiter were quarreling and the cook right
away took all the aprons and wanted to go and not came back

to work. So | went up. At that time | was still young and
| could saw the neat. (Now | can tell the butcher to cut
up ny neat. Before, we would buy a whole beef and we'd

conme back and we had to cut up the steaks and stew neat and
everyt hing.)

And your cook would do all of that?

Yes, the cook did that. So |I cane down. | had to run the
[meat] through the nmeat [grinder]

SO you were sawi ng away?

Yes, and pretty soon he cane and he said, "Ms. Wah, |I'm
sorry, | have to go." | bawl ed him out! | said, "Nobody
i kes you. | paid the fare [0 you' ve got to cook. [If you
want to go, you can't go right away. You have to wait for
me to hire another cook to cone in." Finally he stayed and
cooked for a week while | was getting a cook to cone in.

| see. So he did stay and cook for you.

Yes.

You certainly had your problens with help, didn't you?

Yes!

What about getting cooking supplies?

Supplies! On! Tal k about

That was the tinme of rationing.

They had stanps to buy food, you see. And sugar 0O each man
got alittle tiny bit of sugar!

D d you have any trouble getting the supplies in?

Ch, yes.

Wre you always able to get then?

The nmeat was not very hard because around here the farners
could kill the neat.

You didn't have to worry about steaks.

No, they brought themto ne.

It was very difficult for the other people.

And you didn't always have to pay stanps for neat, because
you could get it locally from sonmebody who did his own

but cheri ng.
Yes. You had to pay for stanps for the neat, too. But the
other supplies, |ike sugar [were hard to get]. | asked the

men to give nme their stanps. Each nman who ate in ny place
had stanps, so they gave themto ne. They didn't want to
give to ne; they were going to give to their girlfriends,
or their friends.

h. How did you nake them supply you with the stanps,
t hen?

| would wite out how many neals | served each day and how
much sugar each man was using. So then they figured how
many stanps | got. At first they don't give themto nme, so
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| had to send to Carson Cty.

She could get the stanps fromthe rationing board.

Carson Cty had nen cone and talk to me to get nme nore
st anps. They were very tight for the stanps. If you
shorted the stanps, Carson Cty would fine you. One tine,
| put ny stanps right under ny drawer and forgot them and
| was getting the bank report for the Carson Gty. And
they wote a letter 3 tines!

They said, "You have enough stanps to get enough."” He
thought | wused too nany stanps. "You used too nmany
stanps!" After that | found ny stanps that were stuck in
nmy drawer.

It was a | ot of bookkeeping, wasn't it?

Vel |, the conpany sent people to help ne. Every 3 nonths,

you had to report to 2 places [0 Social Security and the
unenpl oynent offi ce.

But that didn't have anything to do with the rationing
st anps.

No.

No, it's just that in all that she did have sone help from
t he conpany.

Then after the war, of course, these young nen left the
area, didn't they?

When the war was over the mning went down. They weren't
usi ng that nmuch nmateri al

They were still mning but it wasn't as nuch.

And al so they had been working for so many years that they
took the good ore out and they just |left sone not very good
ore.

When you were running both boardi nghouses, did they work 3
shifts?

Yes.
And you had to supply neal s around the cl ock?
Vell, in the mddle shift they had to take lunches. Sone

of them wanted to conme back at noon to drink coffee. I
talked to the superintendent and he said, "Wwo's going to
get up at 2:00 to cook the neal? So they put the coffee in
t her noses.

She'd start breakfast down here and get everything set up
with her help here, and then rush up to Caselton for their
breakfast. She had all these nen!

Que Gm you told nme a very interesting story about how
t hese young Chinese working for you would start talking to
you in the afternoon. They'd say (they called her Gm,
"Gm vyou drive us to Ey?" Tell the story about those
young peopl e!

Vell, they were a bunch of boys, you see. [ Laughs]  They
were getting . . . you know

Oh yes, to find girls.
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So one tine, | think 4 of themsaid, "Gm we want to go to

Ely." The man in the Chinese restaurant in Ely was their
friend. So, "W want to go to the Ely, see ny friend."

| said, "Well, if you hurry up, clean up, mx up the food,
be as fast as you can, so | can take you, you can go." SO
| took themin the car.

She had a car; she had |learned how to drive a car. You
hadn't known how to drive a car very long until the war.
VWell, not very long, but at that tine |I knew how to drive.
Vel |, Tom knew how to dri ve.

No

Ch, Tom never learned to drive? So you were really
isolated here then until you learned to drive.

It was during the years | wasn't comng here, | guess,
before the war [ when you got your citizenship O about that
time?

Yes.
Ms. Thomas helped you learn to drive, didn't she?
Sonebody di d.

Kel |l ey hel p ne.

Oh, Kelley. She had a Chi nese here naned Kell ey.
Kel l ey was a cook for ne.

How di d he get the nane Kelley?

Vell, Kelley is an Irish nane. | think in Ely, when he got
through work, he liked to go to ganble 0O play sone
pi nochl e, or sone kind of ganme. | think that one Irishman

there and he were kind of good friends. They woul d both
sit in that place, and when they'd win, they'd say, "OCh!
VW won!" and |ike that. The Irishman was a very good
friend, and when people said, "Ch, who is that man?" He
said, "Ch, his brother, Kelley."

So anyhow, these young nen wanted to go up to Ely .

Yes.

Yes, | took them O nmade the sacrifice. [Laughs] | nean,
they worked, then they'd go to play. At that tinme it was
awful hard to hire people.

She says she had to hunmor them so she went up. It was
cold during the winter, and she just bundled up and sl ept
in the car until they were ready to cone back.

Ch! At the brothels up there.

She'd wait in the car while they were in there.

So at that time | was going up to cook, but every day at

noontine | canme back to the Prince to rest. | still used
the Prince for ny place to sleep. Then ny |ast cook passed
away and | was al one. | was tired, so | didn't want to

wal k down, and | would just sleep right down in the chair.
M. R chley cane down and saw ne, [laughs] right on the
chair, so he . :
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You were asleepon . . . ?

Wll, she'd be up at the other boardi nghouse, but she'd be
so tired she'd be asleep on a chair.

M. Rchley told the conpany to add one nore room for ne,
so | had a bed in there to rest at noontine.

Ch, up at Caselton.

Yes, up at Caselton. At that tinme |I still wal ked down from
Prince, but when the snows cane, it was too deep and too
hard to drive the car, so then | decided to stay in that
roomat Caselton. | still stay there O1 only conme down to
nmy house here in the daytine for the restaurant.

Now i s that where you have your restaurant?

Yes, the one that's up there.

Does that belong to the Caselton M ne?

Yes.
It belongs to Conbi ned Metal s, yes.
And you still rent it for a dollar a year?

No, they won't care . . .

They don't let her pay. That was only during the war when
t he governnent was invol ved.

You don't own it, do you?

No, but I want to buy it.

She'd like to buy it, but she's been given use of it for
the rest of her life, as long as she wants to stay there.
But we've been wanting to get her to cone back down here,
because of her garden and everything. Wen this mne
closed down first, before they closed down up there, she
cl osed this boardi nghouse down.

When did the boardi nghouse cl ose up there at Casel ton?

| don't think after the war it was ever used as a
boar di nghouse. M nes don't have that system anynore. In
the first place, mners get so nuch noney they all own
cars, and they go to town. They don't even live at the
mnes any longer. You don't have single itinerant mners,
you see, who are forced to live at the mne. Even if they
did, if they had a trailerhouse or sonething they'd
probably like to sit honme and eat a TV dinner and watch the
television rather than all swarm into a boardi nghouse.
There used to be a lot of boardi nghouses in town, in the
early days. The mners would cone down Mners' Qlch and
they'd be boarding at different places, and they got their
3 nmeal s a day.

After the boardinghouse closed down, did you continue
cooking up there then for the public?

Yes. The nmen were all gone, but once in a while the office
men still canme down. Then the office nen all noved away;
nobody' s t here now.

Do you live up there alone then at that mning site?

Yes.
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Vel |, there's been a change. M. Ed Snyder died, and other

people were running the mning properties here. And the

person who owns Conbi ned Metals decided to sell the houses

in the canp, so they' ve all been sold to individuals. This

was an innovation in a mning canp. Mstly the m ne houses

are very valuable when a mne is operating, and you want

themto be free for the mning personnel.

And they're not worth anything if the mne's closed down 0O

or not nuch.

Vell, no, but when the mnes open up again, if you don't

have those houses, it's pretty rough. So it's been a kind

of a surprise to ne that they've done that. Kerr MCee is

a big oil conpany and it owns all the mneral rights now to

t hose m nes.

Is that who owns . . .?

They own the mneral rights, but they don't own the houses.
For sone reason, when it was all split up, the Conbined
Metals got the mll and the houses but they didn't get the

m neral rights. And Kerr MGCee, who bought the mneral

rights, | think should have bought the mll and the houses

too, so that if they ever wanted to operate, they' d have

them But this neans that Gue Gmis up there where she's

near sone people who've noved in, because nost of these

houses now have soneone who owns them It's sonebody in
Las Vegas who cones up, or sonebody in Salt Lake who cones

down here.

That's in Caselton Heights.

That's Casel ton Hei ghts.

Those are the people, then, that | asked for directions.

So when people cone up here to eat at your restaurant, they

are in fact eating at that old boardi nghouse, right?

Yes.

And she doesn't have boarders, you see. The mne boarders

were on kind of contract [ you'd get so many neals a day,
i ncludi ng your lunch, which mght be packed up so you could

take it down the m ne.

The mner paid that.

O it was taken out of his wages, usually. That's a

different system than just feeding sonmebody who cones in.

And wi thout any help, she can't take people unless it's by

appointnment. You can't just drop in. You haven't had any
boarders for a long tinme, have you? | think there have
been a few One sumer the BLM [Bureau of Land Managenent ]

was down here doing a study of the range, and | think they
probably had a boarding system here [0 sonme set arrangenent

for their people.

So you've been in sem-retirenment for a while.

Yes.

And you just cook occasionally, don't you?
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GN Yes. After the mning, people cane and lived in there, and
they'd cone down and eat, and sonetines on the weekends |'d
get very busy. But since ny |ast cook passed away | can't
do that nmuch, so I took down the sign down on the highway [
the wind knocked it down. | thought, "[If people] cone, |
have to work day and night all the tinme."

EP. By yourself.

GN By nyself. Wen the nmen, the good people, all went to war,
they |l eft sone people who were .

BF: R ff-raff.

GN | alnost got killed 2 tines. One tine, one fellow who |
think was half-Indian (they say when Indian people drink
and get drunk they are very nean) went to Pioche to a
dance. I had a waitress and she promsed that man go to
the Pioche dances with him but she went wth a young man
and left that older man. He went to that dance, he drank
he couldn't walk and he was angry. He wanted to cone down
and talk to her and shoot her, or something. It was a good
thing I was there. He took a long hunting rifle and was
holding it like that. He was strong.

It was during cook's rest time, so they hadn't cone back O

| was the only one in there. You see, we had a 12:00
lunchtinme, and they'd eat till 1:30. The cooks would go
off till 3:30, then come back to cook the evening neal. So

at 2:00 this fellow cane O 2:00 or 2:30. He was holding a
gun, he knocked on the door, and | had the curtain down.

| opened the door and |I said, "What do you want, M ster?"

He said, "My BOY VENT IN THE ARMv! HE WAS KI LLED I N CH NA!

KILLED IN THE ARMY!" He pointed the gun right into ny
ribs!
| said, "Wll, Mster, I'"'msorry your boy got killed, but I

didn't make himgo. Uncle Samtook your son."
BF: And it wasn't the Chinese, it was the Japanese who'd killed

hi m

GN | said, "You get nmad at Uncle Sam You can't get nad at
ne.
"I WANT TO EAT!"
| said, "Well, | can give sonmething to eat, but nothing's
cooked. | can give you pie and coffee. Is that all
right?"
He said, "Yes, all right." He cane into the room and put

the gun down and | gave him the pie and coffee. He sat
down and ate and the 3 engi neers cane down, and one of them
gr abbed t he gun.
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CHAPTER ELEVEN

W've brought you up to sem-retirenent, when you're
cooking for a few people here and there. As we've gone
through this interview, there are a few things that | would
like to come back to briefly. One of the things was an
observation you nade on the Mdrnon attitude toward m ning,
and how it was changed. Could you tell me a little about

t hat ? Wen the Mrnons originally cane, they were
originally farnmers, weren't they?
Yes.

Dd they provide Pioche and this area around here wth
f oodst uf f s?

Yes, and they raised chicken to sell, and that kind of
t hi ng. They did top work; they didn't work down in the
mnes in the early days. The governnent did not protect
the people nuch. They let the people go down in the mne
and wor k.

There weren't any mne safety laws and that kind of thing.
No, there weren't.

And you're inplying that there has been a change in that
attitude.

Yes.

What changed t hen?

Their young nen wouldn't go down and work in the mne; they
wor ked up top. But after the governnment changed the |aw,
if they worked in the mne and got a wound or broke a bone,
they had noney, |ike insurance. Then their famly would
have f ood.

That is, if the father were hurt or killed.

Yes. But | forget when they started that. But | know that
if the man got killed, they had $2000 for that. And if he
had children, each child got so much noney a nonth till the
child was 18 years ol d. | stayed in L. G Thonmas' house
and | know one man got killed, and he told nme about that.
And after that the Mornons were willing to go into m ning,
into the shaft.

Yes, then they went down in the m ne.

But originally and traditionally they were not mners,
right?

Yes.

| don't know how much you know about Pioche and this area
but Pi oche was a very rough m ning town.

| read a newspaper account from a Salt Lake newspaper in
the 1800s, and it said, "Big News, Sonmeone Died a Natura
Death in Pioche." [Laughs]

Long after other places had beconme |[|aw abiding, Pioche
remai ned the roughest, toughest town left in the West.
This was true in the '20s. As a matter of fact, WII
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Rogers, the great hunorist, cane here. He used to wite a
little article that appeared in the L.A Tines, and he
datelined it wherever he happened to be. And for 3 days in

a row it was datelined "Pioche, Nevada." He said, "I'd
al ways heard about Pioche. [|'d heard it was a tough town.
And | decided 1'd go up and see it." He said they were
absolutely right, it was still pretty rough. Up until the
Depression days, |I'd say, it Kkept that reputation. The
Mornmons lived in Panaca. There were sone Mrnons in
Pi oche, because people had married Mrnons and all, but

they were not in the m nes.
There was a great deal of rivalry. The people in Panaca
were LDS and they | ooked down on these gentiles.

Vell, those up here |ooked down on those, because the
gentiles always kind of felt sorry for the Mrnons, too.
You just thought, "Wll, who'd be a Mrnon?" Charlie

Thonpson told nme when he was a young blade, it was a great
thing to go down there in your buggy, and go and spark the
Mornon girls O see if any of themwould hop in and go with
you. But if you were caught, they were out after you with
shotguns. Nobody lived in the town of Panaca who was not a
Mornon, not one single person, up until the Second Wrld
War .
In the Second Wrld War, the boys went off and brought back
brides and so forth. And they built this housing place
down there [0 they built one here, and they built another
one down there [ houses, instead of sheds. And this being
gover nnment housi ng, the Mrnons could not keep you out. So
there are non- Mornons in Panaca now.
The thing that changed Pioche was that Pioche renained a
mning town; it was rough and so forth [ there were nore
sal oons than any other place of business [ until just as
the Depression was going on but beginning to |ift.
Conbi ned Metals opened up their Nunber One M ne again, and
M. Snyder hired a superintendent by the nane of Henry
Coleman to cone here. He was well known by everybody
around here. He happened to be a bishop in the Mrnon
church, and he was different in that he was a mner. I
guess he was educated. Was he a col |l ege man?
| don't know.
| don't know, but he was the foreman or superintendent. It
was before they sunk this shaft over here. They were still
hauling all this ore l|aboriously out through and under the
nmountain and up and down to get it out over there. At the
Nunmber One up above town, the customin the old days was to
hire a great many itinerant mners [ single nen, Italian
and Wl sh and Cornishnen. They'd drift from canp to canp.
If the food was good, they m ght stay a while.
Were there many Slavs here? You know there were nostly
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Sl avs i n Tonopah.

There were sone. | remenber we had a famly here, and |
t hought they were Polish or sonething, but there were Sl avs
in part. In any case, there was a turnover anong the

itinerant, single mners, that was greater, certainly, than
when the mners had famlies. So every day, with a crew as
big as they were hiring, there' d be sone who didn't turn up
for the job. And the way to get a job was just to turn up
at the collar of the shaft. M. Coleman woul d be there,
and if you were a mner, you could get on. And the way
Pi oche changed its face overnight was: He didn't fire one
single old-tine, experienced hard rock mner, but, as they
drifted, he'd ask the new ones who cane up to the collar of
the shaft what their faith was. And nost of them of course
were Catholic. (There were Polish and Italians.) Soon the
word got out that if you were a Mornon, you could get a job
in Pioche. And Mdrrnon boys from southern Uah and all over
began flocking to Pioche. They didn't know anythi ng about
m ning. They didn't have to; they could get hired.
Now, about when was this?
This would have been about 1934 or '35 or ' 36. Ve were
deep into the Depression but they were getting ready to
open up again here. And M. Colenman was here a long tine.
They ended up building a Mrnon church in Pioche, which
we'd never had . . .
Was that the beginning of the invasion of Mrnons?
It was al nost overnight. Because you see, that was a big
| abor force. And the accident rate was high. Those boys
were i nexperienced. They'd drill into holes where the
dynamte hadn't gone off. But those who survived | earned
pretty fast. But that changed the whole |abor force. O
course, an old-tinme mner, if he liked it here and stayed
on, could. There were a few of those who always hung
around. But a lot of themjust quit quickly, because they
didn'"t want to work in the mnes wth these inexperienced
they call ed them punpkin-rollers.

Why?

That was just a phrase they used because they were farm
boys. The old-tine mner was very jealous of his
experience, and the fact that he knew his job. And he
didn't want to work down there with this crew comng in.
Vell, howinteresting! And Henry Col eman was the man.

But Pi oche changed face overnight. A man from By who had
run a butcher shop there cane down, and as the Depression
lifted a little bit, he opened a store called the Cash and
Carry, where the Lincoln Market is now That famly's kept
that store until just this year; it was sold. It was Butch
Hol acher. He was a Mornon and he got busy with the other
Mornons that were around, and they built a church in
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Pi oche. They have a very inportant church in Pioche now.

Now that's interesting. | knew about the old historic
rivalry between Pioche and Panaca.

Ch, yes! It was so acute, it would be |ike sonebody going
into Panaca today and building a Baptist church. You

couldn't inmagine that. That is a Mrnon town. This town
used to have a Catholic church O it was just an open rip-
roaring towmn. As | said, a few Mornons |ived here because
their parents had been, or they'd nmarried one or sonething,
but there was no church. They did supply foodstuffs. It
was sort of a l|love-hate relationship. They freighted in
here because | know that R E Mithews' (M. Mathews' dad)
father ran a freight line. Your husband Tom had a cousin
her e?

No, | don't think he had a cousin here.

At least Arlene Smth renenbers sonething |ike that. But
they had a corral, and Tom hel ped take care of M. Mathews'
hor ses.

Down i n Panaca, you nean?

No, here in Pioche. And she knew Tom

Tom WAh? Vell, that was the period when GQue G m was
telling us that he did odd jobs when he canme down fromEly.

No, this was in the late teens and the early ' 20s.

He woul d have been here at Prince then. So that nust have
been sonebody he had hired.

Vell, she recalled that nane. As a matter of fact, |
didn't tell Arlene what the nane was. | asked her, and she
said Tom Wh. But he may have had an interest in that
corral .

Maybe it was before he cane to the Prince.

But he never left the mne. He never left here unless he
went to . . .

Wl |, that may have been earlier, then. She was a snall
child, though. She told ne she renenbered going down
there. And this corral, she said, was near the joss house,
in the Chinese section. And that they took care of the
horses in the corral for him She |iked going down there
because he always gave her a piece of candy, she said, and
she really liked comng up from Panaca.

Ch, they did business. |In fact, we had peddl ers here every
sunmmer. W could get no fresh stuff [grown] in town. The
stage went over to town every day to get the nmail, and

supplies fromthe store, but there was no fresh stuff. The
peddl ers would cone up from St. George in the sunmer with
old beaten-up trucks with the canvas over the back bed.
W' d buy peaches and everything they had, including eggs.
So the Mornons were doing that.

So there was a | ove-hate rel ationship.

| don't think anybody hated them | think the Mornons
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didn't hate, but were very suspicious of the gentiles.
Vell, when | say that | don't nean anybody was frothing at
t he nout h.

Yes, | know what you nean. But there is a certain el enent
of that, too. There was a man by the nane of Rul on Stoopin
who cane up here as a peddler. He cane every year, and

Mot her woul d buy everything he had. She'd buy fresh eggs,

even though we had a few chickens here too. One tine these

eggs were all rotten O and | nean really rotten, rotten

eggs. So when he cane the next time she asked about it.

"Now, Rulon those eggs were rotten. |'ve saved them |

want to shom1you

He said, "Ch, damm tithing . . " (Because soneone paid

their church tithe with the eggs. )

Vell, in the Depression there was not nmuch work and a | ot

of wormen fromthe south and from Uah cane to Pioche.

That was when Col eman was here.

Yes.

Wll, that is interesting. That's good social history.

And there were plenty of other nen available for work, too.
Because after all, the mnes had been closed down. I t

wasn't as though you couldn't get an experienced Italian or

Sl av or

But he just used his influence .

Vell, he wanted to get them jobs because they all needed

mork; everybody was out. But if you were not a MNornon,

you' d better not go to Pioche.

That was really a change.

It was just overnight, just like that. W thought it was

regrettable, in a way, because Pioche becane a far |ess

i nteresting town.

[ Tape is turned off for a while.]

EP:

M. Col eman was behi nd buil di ng the Mrnon church.

BF and GWN Yes.

aw

EP:

BF:

BF:

And at that time, a lot of Mornmon famlies were living here
and over in Prince, too. Every norning when they'd walk to
the street, they'd have to pay 50 cents for building that
chur ch.

Ch, they were raising funds?

A ot of wonen who lived in Pioche didn't want to go to
t own.

Yes, people [0 Mrnons [0 who lived here didn't want to go to
t own, because you'd get buttonholed for your noney.

At that timfe M. Kelley cane fromEyYy. | didn't give hima
job, so M. Thomas put Kelley to work in Pioche sweeping
the office.

Ch Oa janitor.

Sonetine [his friends] cane to see and talk to Kelley, and
they lived in the Prince. They'd say, "You can go to
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town. "

"I don't want to. You walk in the street, they see you,
they walk up you, you got to pay your 50 cents."

[ Laught er ]

They were working hard then, weren't they?

Yes, they were working hard.

There's sonething else that | have read about, and | would
li ke sone of your observations. | understand that there
was a red-light district down in the Chinatown area. Was
that true?

| don't think she knows what . . . [several talk together]
It wasn't necessarily the Chinese town. | know sonet hi ng
about that. The red-light district is where the girls are
i n houses for nen.

Yes.

Wen Geyser Ranch burned down, and ny famly had to get
into Pioche quickly . . . I was born kind of accidentally
her e. My father had just sold the ranch, in fact. But
t hey established thenselves in Pioche until |I was born, and
then had to stay a few nonths because | wei ghed about 2-1/2
pounds, and couldn't be noved. And it was winter. And the
school that's there now was a very nice school. It was
built in 1913 .

1909, 1 think.

K Vell, the house the folks had was up at the top of
town as you go out. (It's still there.) My sister, 11
years older than I, and David, would walk down to school
and back. And Mdther was quite disturbed about living in
town because Pioche was very, very rough then. And the
red-light district was right smack across the street from
t he school. | don't know whether it was on this side of
the school or on this side of Main Street, but as you go
down Main Street toward the new courthouse, and toward the
school, on this side . . . that would have been OChinese
town down there. So it was close, and that could have been
what they neant.

Were the girls down there Chinese?

Were the girls Chinese, or not?

| don't know. | never heard about that.

| never heard that either.

Tom never told ne.

I'm not trying to be nasty or anything as far as Chinese
wonen are concer ned. But | have heard that there were
Chinese girls in the red-light district, and that you were
the only Chinese "lady" in town.

Real | y? How did such a story get out?

Vell, I'"lIl show you; | have it printed here. That's what |
would like to clear up

It could be true that sone of the girls were Chinese, but
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it was so hard for Chinese girls and wonen to get into the

county that | can't inmagine they'd need to do that.

That's exactly it. That's why |'m asking the question.

Vell, |'ve never heard it. Was this fromsone history?

| read an article; I'll show it to you. And it said that

you were the only Chinese lady in town.

| think when Gue G m cane there weren't any other Chinese

wonen here.

No, there were no other Chinese in here at that tine.

She went to see that one man, she told you, before he died.
But that was shortly after you came here, wasn't it? That

| ast Chi nese man.

M. Wng?

Yes, M. Yee Wng.

That was pretty soon after you came, wasn't it?

Vel l, you see . . .

It couldn't have been, because Tomlived until 1933.

Tomwas kind of an old man when he died; he died at 71

Yes, but you see M. Wng nust have lived after Tom or he

woul dn't have been the last nman in town.

Yes, Tom passed away and then M. Yee Wng died.

Dd he run the | aundry, then?

No, he ran the restaurant.

Ch, | see.

That's what | under st ood.

| came in 1916 and there were no Chinese wonen here. Tom

would go to town and see about 20 old nen who were there,

but they worked in Wnemucca in the coal mnes. The nen

all worked out at the mning canps.

The Chi nese nmen from Pi oche all worked away from Pi oche?

Yes. Then once in a while, when they'd get a holiday, they

cane to town.

They cone back to their homes in the town?

Yes. Charlie Wng was the ol dest nan. He had a son, the

youngest, who they called Wng. The father passed away,

then in a few years his son passed away.

And that was the | ast Chinese man?

Yes, the | ast one.

Al right. That's what | thought.

Maybe a long time ago they had that kind of red-Iight
house, but | don't know about it.

Vell, 1'll show you the article. It nmust have been the

figment of soneone's inagi nation.

It could easily have been. M/ thought is that that red-
light district in Pioche was nmade up of the kind of wonen

who were always in these mning canps, and they were rough

and what not . In fact, Lincoln County just outlawed
prostitution in the last . . . they had a special election
for it. Most people were against outlawing it. They did
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not wish to outlaw it, because you have these official
houses down the other side of Alanp that were |icensed. But
the DA who cane in here was unknown [ he was filling out
soneone else's term O and he wanted to get known. He went
around to every Mrnon in the country and got them all
excited about this terrible thing that was going on down
there, and it was going to denoralize the young people, and
he got themall out. | didn't even hear this first specia
el ection com ng up.

| read about it.

So they got it outlawed. It didn't stop prostitution, but

Wen | canme in they didn't have a red-light district. Wen
| first came | just stayed at the Prince; it took me a |ong
time to go to Pioche.

Vell, that's why | asked the question. You see, Ms. Wah
that's why we wanted to do this tape; | wanted to clear up
sone of those things. So when you cane here, there were
about 20 ot her Chinese nen who cane in and out of town but
who mai nt ai ned hones here.

Yes, they did not stay here. They cane through here, and
maybe they'd go to San Francisco, or sonewhere else.
They'd cone through here to see Tom  Tom would conme back
and tell nme, "Oh, Pioche is very lucky with the older
people. W' ve got the oldest man in Pioche.” Tom would go
to town.

What do you nean, he'd go to town?

Tom had to go to town to the bank

Yes. He'd go over [to Pioche] on the stage or sonet hing.
You see, he'd take a check and go over there and pay the
grocery store. Most of the tinme he'd walk over, and
sonetinmes he'd ride the mail car

| don't renenber ever seeing him. . .

So there were about 20 Chinese people in Pioche then.
Vell, you had Tomburied in China. Ws there soneone there
to receive his body and see that he was buried properly?
Yes, one relation there took care of that.

Wen you die, Ms. Wah, do you want to go back to China?

No. Some day I'Il go to Pioche and pick out ny ground.
You're not planning on leaving us soon, are you?

[ Laught er ]

No

' m gl ad.

| think you ought to be buried in your garden.

I'd like to be in ny garden, but | don't know if the
conpany would | et nme.

Oh, sure.

| talked to Paul about it. He said that was perfectly al
right; he fixed it up. W'Il have the board of directors
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wite you a letter so it's OK | feel the sane way. I

don't want to be in a graveyard. | want to find an old
hole and junp init.
[ Laughs] Do you still have the papers that those people in

China gave you for your son? The letter that they wote
for Tom giving your son to him

Yes, | think I still have it in a safe box.

Do you have sone pictures of you and Tom or anything |ike
t hat ?

Vell, | don't know.
You see, the place burned down.
Yes, you lost many of your precious things. When you

becane a citizen, was it difficult for you?

Yes, that was kind of hard. You have to go through all the
Constitution, you know

You had to learn the Constitution and the history of the
country.

Yes. | had to read and | had to know . . . well, they
don't ask all the questions, but you have to read themall.
Wiere did you get your citizenship papers? In Pioche?

Yes, in Pioche.

Vell now, Tom was an Anerican citizen. Wiy didn't you
becone an Anerican citizen?
Vel l, he lost the paper, and he couldn't ever prove it.

Probably a birth certificate is the only thing that would
have proved it.

Nobody could prove he was a citizen. Wen he was born
there was no certificate. There was just a wonman at hone
to deliver the baby.

A mdw fe.

And then his nother died so soon.

So there was no one to vouch for him

Yes.

Wiy did you becone a citizen?
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CHAPTER TWELVE

Because they allowed Chinese people to get citizenship.

Before, they didn't let them So I thought, "Wll 1've got
a chance to be a citizen. If 1| get a chance to go to
China, and then | cone back, | won't need [to go through

t hose] questions.™

Yes. You wanted your citizenship so that if you went to
Chi na and cane . .

Yes, | could cone back nore easily. And second, if | ama
citizen | won't hear American people, these nen, all the
time say, "Goddamm sons of bitches Chinese," you know.

D d you hear that kind of thing, Ms. Wah?

Al the tine!l They followed nme all the tine!

Who were they! The people who cane to eat at your place?
Yes. At payday, they'd go to Pioche and get drunk. The
mne fixed [it so that] if you worked here, you would sign

[a list on] the wall. If you went out [for a neal], you
had to check out and cone to tell ne. |If you didn't do it
that way, then every day |'d be naking [too many] | unches
and wasting all that food. Finally | talked to the
superi nt endent . | said, "Look at that [waste] of food.
They go, and they won't tell me

So the conpany made them sign [the I|st] saying, "l'm not
eating here, m going to town. And many peopl e canme from
Ut ah, and on payday they'd go hone. So they had to cone
and tell me, "I'mgoing hone."

Yes. Then you woul dn't have prepared neals.

Yes.

Vell, why did they swear at you?
Because you reported to the conpany that they were not
havi ng their neal s?

Yes. If they were not here [for neals and they didn't sign
out], I would add up how nmany neals they ate here, and the
conpany would have to take their nmeals out of their pay on
payday.

Even though they hadn't eaten it. And then they were nad,

because you charged them

Yes. They came back here drunk, and they'd say, "Cone

here."

|'d say, "Well, what? Wat do you want ?"

"I didn't eat here for 3 days."

|"d say, "You tell me before you go."

And: "NO I'mnot . . . But I won't pay," and like that.
They' d be too drunk.

Tom told nme that when he was in Arizona, a man he worked

for kicked him in the pants and said, "The goddamm

Chi nese!” And he cut Toml s head.

Cut Tom s head?
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Yes. He had a big scar. And he went to court and the man

just said he was drunk. So Tom al ways said, "Never talk

back to one of them Because he'll hurt you, then he'll

say he was drunk, that he didn't know "

So Tom said that if a person hurt you, then he would say,

wel |, he was drunk and wasn't responsi bl e.

Yes. He told ne, "Don't talk back to him" But this one

man was standing at the table; he wanted to h|t ne. He

said, "Goddamm you sons of bi t ches Chi nese .

Ddthat hurt you a lot, when they said things like that?

Vell, | didn't pay any attention.

Dd you suffer any other kind of insult because you were

Chi nese?

Yes, there were a lot of things. Sone nen said they would

make trouble for ne, and they'd cone and tal k and be rude.
I"d say, "Well, they don't know anything.”" So |I wouldn't

pay them nmuch attention

Vell, you did becone a citizen, and hopefully that settled
sone of that business.
[ Laughs] Vell, now all the people cone and they're very

nice. They talk to ne very nicely.

You have an honored place in this community, don't you,
now?

Yes. | live alone and when all the people who noved away
cone through, they all they cone to see ne. And sone
peopl e say, "Ch, we were young. W are so . . "

So they apol ogi ze, then, when they cone back.

Yes. Now they're all making up. It nmakes ne happy.

Do you renenber thenf

Ch, vyes, | renenber them They say, "W were young, we
didn't know anything, we all the tinme would bother you and
hurt your . . ." | raised pigeons and chickens and ducks,
and they would shoot them [ Chuckl es] So now they

[ apol ogi ze]. They're good peopl e.

Ms. Wah, we've done a lot of talking, and |I'm sure that
there are a lot nore things that we could tal k about, but
|"ve run out of tapes. But | thank you very nmuch for
talking wwth ne, and I thank Ms. Frizell for sitting here
and addi ng considerably to our conversation.

Vell, you re welcone. | live in Lincoln County; 1| like
living in Lincoln County. | always obey the |aw, obey the
gover nnment . | never nmake trouble and | never go to the

court to conplain.

You' ve been a good citizen.

She's grateful for being a citizen; she's a good citizen.
Wen | go to the store to buy something, | never cheat. |If
| get sonething and forget to pay, | go right away and pay
t hem One tine a store man nade a mstake in adding ny
bill, and they cheated thenselves by $80. | cane back and
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told him "You nmade a m st ake.

VWll, you can go to sleep at
can't you?

Yes. She's well respected.
Yes. [ Chuckl es]

You cheated yourself."
ni ght w thout any burdens,
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